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o II VC RIES x, 
INTRODUCTORY DISCOURSE, 


By JohN] ANOus. 


MONG the many inſtructive and en- 
A dearing characters, under which our 
A. Lord Jeſus is deſcribed in the holy 
ſcriptures, that of the ſhepherd of the ſheep is 
one, and a very important one too; a cha- 
rater, expreſſive of the moſt amiable condeſcen- 
ſion, Gaz, ih care, and gracious love, and which, 
while it reflects the higheſt honour upon him, 
ſpeaks the greateſt encouragement to us. Nor 
is the divine ſaviour only repreſented under 
the character of a ſhepherd ; but to intimate 
and expreſs his peculiar and tranſcendent excel- 
lency as ſuch, he is further ſtiled, by way of 
diſtinction and eminence, © the great,” the 
« chief,” and © the good ſhepherd *;” and never 
were epithets more properly, or juſtly applied 
than theſe ; for he, to whom they are given, is 
the ſhepherd of all the ſheep, the ſupream uni- 
verſal paſtor, and a paſtor, whoſe love to, and 
care of the whole flock, infinitely exceed all our 
_ preſent conceptions. 
« Allwe” of the human race, had © like h 
« pone aſtray, we had turned every one to his 
« own way ; and if we had been left to our- 
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ſelves, we ſhould all have continued wanderers 
from God, and fallen at laſt into that horrible 
pit ofcextream miſery, and utter ruin, out of 
rags there is no redemption. But he who 15 
e <.tatber .of .mercies „ and che God of 
* 22 gract i had compaffion on us; in theſe our 
anfu; and dangerous wanderings, and to fave 
us from the threatened deſtruction, and bring 
us back again to God; with theſe benevolent 
views he raiſed up, and“ Kt over us one ſhep- 
< herd, even David his ſervant ,“ his only be- 
- Totten and well beloved ſon, © the root and the 
* offspring of David;“ into whoſe hands he 
committed his choſen and well beloved flock ; 
and on him“ whom he thus appointed to 
| be. our ſhepherd, „the Lord laid the Iniquity 
of us alls, “ ordained im to be our ſubſt 1tute 


and facrifice M and required that he ſhould pay 
« down his life and blood, a tanſom for the flock 
over which, le was K Prefige? in cke quality of a 


the herd. 


or to this, Ghich e was required of Kits, tho? 

it was exceeding arduous, Uebaſing, 

did he, who was „ God's Felton * refuſe His 

conſent” 3.08 rhe contraty, he oe to it, with 
the utmoſt readineſs and joy; " 

ful and obedient reply, by Pt 1 come, 1 de- 


40 light to, do 


_ law: is With in my heart“; ip and Whett-h. heard 
the Lord 55 Hoſts 9.10 þ is; aveng inge fuer 
2 81 Awake. *O ſword !* agant my the erd, and 
Mo mite the ſhepherd ©, * 23 he fell wr Be- 
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free conſent, as well as by the father's appoint- 
ment, his body was * wounded for our tranſgreſ- 
+* ſions,” © and his ſou} made an offering for our 
« fins *.“ © Thus did the good ſhepherd give 
« his lite for the ſheep®,” and thus © did he pur- 
<« chaſe the flock with his own blood 9; ” for “ we 
« were not redeemed with ſuch corruptible things 
« as filver and gold, but with the precious blood 
Hof Chriſt?,”. As by“ thus loving us, and gi: 
« ving himſelf for us , he has approyed himielf 
to be indeed the good ſhepherd, a ſhepherd emi- 
nently and — good; for never was 
any love, or grace like this, which is @ ( love 
« that /paſſeth knowledge, and grace, which 
has ( a breadth, length, depth, and height, 
which can never. be meaſured or fathomed; and 
as the blood which he ſhed, was © the, blood of 
„God, and blood which aarGaned. and ratified 
the new covenant; ſo, after he had laid down 
his life, he was, through the merit and virtue 
of this blood, raiſed from the dead, and ſo- 
lemoly-inveſted;with the character and office of 
the great ſhepherd of the ſheep, for  < the God 
«of : peace brought again from the dead our 
« Lord Jeſus; that great ſhepherd of the ſheepy 
« through the blood of the everlaſting cove- 
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Nor did the Lord. Jeſus, only. ſultain this ſb- 
lime character; the ſhepherd of the. lheep,, bur, 
with à condeſcenſion and care, tenderneſs and. 
fidelity, truly gracious and divine, he exccutes 
the duty annexed to it, in all its ſeveral impor- 
tant branches: thus, While the ſheep are going 
Rr when the ſet time to favour them 
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is come, by his word and ſpirit, he ſeeks after 
them, finds them out, cauſes them to hear and 
obey his voice, and brings them into his fold; 
_ the highly favoured flock thus hap ppily brought 


home, © he feeds like a ſhepherd, gathering the 
+18 lambs with his arm, carrying them in his bo- 
..< ſom, and gently leading thoſe that are with 
= young , leading them befide the till 
« „Mer, and making them to lie down in 
teen, Aa rich, 5 45 „ and, while 
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| how gracious and Faithful the e 
ek | þo does this great and epherd 
ad 0 2008 ys tend and feed the Seel n kümnſelf but, 
= rther. 1 of -his affectionate d, 
he ge rovides and . appoints over it under- ” 
to Be 120 2 1 2 75 and teachers, for 
"1 . [os __ the —_ 2 
2 an or tne ifying 0 C 
15 Fler f to theſe, — under - ſnep- 
N e ves it 1 rge, to 
1 heed to neg ny 1 i N neck. 
ον 1 which. they are made overſeers, and to 
feed his church, which he'has purch ed with 
27 FB on blood; and this he enjoitz them 
2, do as the beſt evidence and proof which they 
an e: chibit of their Jove to hich this; "when he 
. ated a backſlid; ab ſtle hir office, 
which he had forfeited by a thrice epeated and 
e aggravated denial ot — he- thrice aſked 
Rim, Simon, ſon of Jonas, loveſt thouime ? ” 
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And upon thrice receiving from him this an- 
ſwer, © Lord thou knowelt that I love thee,” 
He thrice, replied, « Feed my lambs, feed my 
« ſheep.*”... And to encourage and animate the 
under-ſhepherds to a diligent, zealous and faith- 
ful diſcharge of this their duty, he promiſes to 
beſtow upon them, when the chief ſhepherd 
* of, the ſheep ſhall appear, a crown of glory 
«* which fadeth not away *.” How ſtrong an in- 
. centive.! how tranſporting a proſpect is this 
The under-ſhepherds, who are thus appoint- 
ed, and encouraged to feed the flock, are trail, 
mortal men, men, whoſe days upon earth are 
„only as a ſhadowe, and who, like to the 
prieſts under the law, are not ſuffered to 
* continue, by reaſon of death“; for * the trea- 
< ſure of the goſpel is put into earthen veſſels, 
that the excellency of the power may be of 
„God, and not of us:“ but he, who is the 
chief ſhepherd, though © once he was dead; yet 
„now he is alive EN and behold ! he lives 
for evermare ; ” and as on him is the care of 
all the churches, and as with him is «the reſi- 
due of the Jpirit , fo While, _ Fir 
time, be removes and calls home, 
generation of the under-ſhepherds,” . Ta 
2 to ſucceed them 1 in jeir —.— e 
1 thus he maintains, in his churches, con- 
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161 
thirty-three years, “ fed you according to the 
< integrity of his heart“, you were left as 
Meep without a ſhepherd ; and how dark and 
threatning was then the proſpect! but, in the 
midſt of that darkneſs, light has ariſen unto you. 
In anſwer to your Prayers and tears, the good 


thepherd has Provided for, and is this day fix 


ing amongſt you another 'under-ſhepherd, one 
who is well qualified for the ſacred and impor- 
tant office, and who we doubt not, will ap- 
prove himſelf amongſt you, a paſtor accor- 
« ding 4 God's own heart,“ by diligently and 
faithfullß fredivg) you with e and 
— 7 Pee 


On this ſolemn and joyful orcafidn,! you have 


invited the paſtors and meſſengers of the neigh- 
bouring churches, to be witneſſes of your faith 
and order, in chuſing and ſetting apart to the 
paſtoral office amongſt you, our reverend and 


wert Brother and, that the end of our pre- 


ſem meeting may be properly anſwered, permit 
me to propoſe to you, and to him, a fes que- 
ſtions. Which it is cuſtomary to alk on tuch 
occaſions as this.. 

And in the firſt place, let me defire you, the 
members of this church, to give us, by one of 
your number, an account of the ſteps you have 
taken towards the ſettlement inch you are now] - 
going to compleat. 

Which: a arcordingly done, * a ben e. 
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<All, which you have given our Brother, to the 


paſtoral office du you, by hitting up your 
a hands. 994 24 5 
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Let me now, Reverend Sir, requeſt you. 0 
favour me with a relation of the light in which 
che call of this church appeared to You. and 
f Jour metives for accepting it. 
10k Hel den Hell aaaurdunh. Ae 

Be pleaſed, Sir, in the next place, to 9 
your acceptance of the call of: this, hure wo 
the · paſtoral office amongſt. them. 

1570 ak Br. Fell 4ia, Mowihe 

5 mong Ser 855 necefiary qualifications,: he 
0 chat deſireth the office of -a, Biſhop, “ muſt 
br apt to teach.“ An eptheſs to teach vi- 
dently pictuppoſes, an intimate acquaintance 
with, and a cordial belief of; the great and di- 
ſtinguiſhing; doctrines of divine revelation : be 
pleaſed then, Sir, to favour me with a free and 
open confeſſion of your faith, with regard to 
theſe ſacred and intereſting truths. 

Here Mr. Fell's Confe fron, wwhich fellows this 

account, was delivered by bim. 


] heartily thank you, dear Sir, for this good 
confeſſion, made in the preſenee of many wit- 
belles. And now, may “ grace, mercy, and 

peace, from God our father, and Jeſus Chriſt 
« our Lord, be with you!!“ May your bow 


** abide in ſtrength, and your hands be made 
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[8] 
< ſtrong, by the hands of the mighty God of Ja- 


cob* !“ For many, for very many years, may 


you preach the goſpelꝰ in ſthis place, and diſ- 
charge all the duties of the paſtoral office, 
vith the holy ghoſt ſent down from heaven!“ 


In conſequence of that, may all your labours in 


the Lord, be crowned with the greateſt and hap- 
pieſt ſucceſs! Under your miniſtrations, may 
this church of the living God be abundantly 
multiplied and edified ! Here may many ſons 
and daughters be born unto God, added to this 
Chriſtian ſociety, and trained up in © a meetneſs 
for the inheritance of the ſaints in light 2 !” 
May they be © your joy and comfort now, 
and your crown of rejoicing in the preſence 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, at his coming?! 
G0 forth, my dear Brother, in the name and 
ſtrength of your divine maſter. He ſays, LO! 
*I am with you always“, and adds, Be 
thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee 
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he who made the heavens and the earth, and all 
things therein, is a ſpirit eternal, infinite, and 
unchangeable in his being and perfections; and 
that he is the only living and true God. 

I believe, that the holy and bleſſed God, 
« according to the counſel of his own will ,“ 
created all things Which have life and being, by 
the word of his power; for he ſpake, and the 
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globe exiſted, he commanded, and its preſer- 
vation was ſure. pate | 

am perſuaded that no event, in the vaſt ex- 
tent of nature, either great or ſmall, either in 
this or any other world, can poſſibly happen 
without his foreknowledge, or without his deter- 
mination concerning its iſſue; for he ſuſtain- 
eth every creature, and © his kingdom ruleth 
© aver gl, Fr! | 

I believe that God, from the greatneſs of his 
wiſdom and power, can only do that which is 
wie and holy, and juſt ; that this is the per- 
fection and glory of his nature; and that, from 


the abſolute dependence which every creature 


muſt have, in all things, upon his will and plea- 
ſure, there can be no inſtance of moral good- 
neſs in the univerſe, without his agency and fa- 


vour; for he is the fountain of Hfe, of know- 


ledge, of virtue, of purity, and of happineſs. 

1 make no doubt that God “ made man,” 
at firſt . upright ,“ free from every natural and 
moral defect, and in the exerciſe of righteouſ- 
„ nefs and true holineſs ©; “ bearing the glori- 
ous image of his divine original, and not only 


able, but alfo delighting to obey his maker, and 


to enjoy his holy preſence. | 


I am convinced that God entered into a cove- 
"nant with man, in his firſt, in his innocent and 
happy ſtate, as the natural and fœderal head of 


all his future offspring ;—that, as the teſt of 


his obedience, he was forbidden to eat of “the 


tree of knowledge of good and evil ©,” upon 


pain of death ;. and that there was a promiſe of 


"life and happineſs, both to himſelf and to his 


d Plal. ciii. 19. © Ecclef, vii. 29. 4 Eph. iv. 24. 
e Gen. it, 16, 17. we 
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poſterity, implied in that agreement: but, that 


our firſt parents fell from that holy eſtate where- 
in they were created, by eating the forbidden 
fru „ n 

J believe, therefore, that the whole world 
of mankind are involved in the guilt, and in 
the other conſequences of Adam's farit tranſgrei- 
ſion; that it cannot be otherwiſe in the preſent 
conſtitution of things; that, from his ſin, we 
are deprived of original righteouſneſs, and our 
whole nature is become corrupt, which is juſt- 
ly called Or1GinaL Sin, as from thence pro- 
ceed all the actual tranſgreſſions; of. aur lives; 
that all men are born into the world under the 
wrath and curſe of God, not only expoſed 
to the various miſeries of this life, and under 
the unavoidable power of death, but alſo 


liable to everlaſting pains and ſorrows in the fu 
ture world. 3 


Tn certuin that Sad han lef af] - 


kind to periſh in their fallen and ſinful eſtate; 
but that, in his great power, in his exalted 
goodneſs, and infinite knowledge, whereby he 


jurveys all things from . everlaiting, he hath 
choſen to himſelf a great multitude of our race, 
to be 1edeemed, renewed, and raiſed to eternal 
life and bleſſedneſs; and that, out of his meer 
good pleaſure, he did, from all eternity, enter 


into a covenant of grace, to deliver his choſen 
people from ſin and miſery, that they might be 
brought into a never ending ſtate of perfect 
happineſs, by a Redeemer. 


believe that none of mankind are now 64 . 


ved,“ or even “ called ?* to the hope of life and 


glory, according to their works,” or merits, 


* but” only, “according to God's own pur- 
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&© poſe and grace, which was given them m 
* Chriſt Jeſus, before the world began.“ 

I am perſuaded that © there are three who 
e bear record in heaven, who are reſpective- 
ly engaged in the work of man's redemption, 
and from whom comes every good and every 
<« perfect gift 5,” © the Father, the Word, and 


. < Holy-Ghoft *; that theſe three perſons, tho 


diſtinct from each other, are yet the One living 
and true God; that the Father is neither the 
Son, nor the Holy Ghoſt; that the Son is nei- 
their the Father, nor the Holy Ghoſt; and that 
the Holy Ghoſt is neither the Father nor the 
Son; and that they mutually exiſt by and with 
cach other, but not ſeparately, being the one 
eternal and undivided cauſe of all being, life, 
knowledge, and happineſs. In this light I un- 


derſtand the ſacred ſcriptures, as teaching con- 


cerning the incomprehenſible nature of the holy 
and bleſſed God; but the manner in which 
theſe things are, does not appear to be a ſub- 
ject of divine Revelation, and therefore, in 


the preſent ſtate, is not a proper object for our 


r vans | 
I believe that the word was made fleſh ',” . 
that he took upon him our nature and ta- 
bernacled with men, that he might redeem 
and fave from among our loit race, ſuch as 
were given to him of the father, and that he 
might preſent unta God an holy church with- 
out, blemiſh, and without ſpot ; that the name 
Son of God, in the New Teſtament, always com- 
prehends the Deity of Chriſt, and that the term, 
Son of man, denotes: his humanity: ſo that Je- 


Ls Tim. i. 9. 8; James i. 17. d John v. 7 


John i. 14. 
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ſus Chriſt the only Mediator between God and 
men, 1s truly God, and truly man, united in 
the ſame perſon. 

It is an article be my faith, that Chriſt was 
born into the world in our weak nature, with 
all its ſinleſs infirmities; that he was © made 
« under the“ ſame © law *,” which we have 
violated ; that he yielded a full and complete 
obedience to all its commands, that he endured 
the dreadful puniſhment which was due to our 
fins, that he laid down his life a-raniom for his 
own people, that“ he bore their {ins in his own 
body on the tree, that he taſted ail the bitter- 
neſs of death, when he offered himſelf a lacnice 
without {pot unto God; that he was buried; 
that in all theſe things he acted and ſuffered in 
the room and ſtead of his people, as their head 
and “ ſurety *;” that having made an expiation 
for their ſins, be roſe. again from the dead on 
the third day, in the power of an endleſs 
« life ”, and then “ ſat down on the right hand 
„of the Maj EST on high; “ and that thr&' 
theſe great and ſolemn tranſactious; all'the attri- 
butes of God are united and revealed in their 
glory, for the redemption and happineſs of 
man, ſo that Jeſus Chriſt is the only * name 
given under heaven among men whereby e 
* can be ſaved !.“ 

I believe that the ground of a ſinner's hope 
before God, is the perfect work and atohing 
death of Chriſt alone, as revealed in the gof- 
peh, and as believed in the heart; that Jul 
tifying faith is ſuch a belief in the righteoul- - 
neſs and death of Jeſus Chriſt, for the pardon 
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of all tins, and for acceptance with God, as en- 
ables the ſoul to receive him *” with confidence 
and joy, and to reſt upon him alone for all 
grace and ſalvation, realizing thoſe great bleſſings 
in the mind, as they reſpect the ſtate and 
circumſtances of the whole man; that this grace 
which is believed becomes in the ſoul a prin- 
eiple of life, peace, holineſs and ſpiritual joy; 
that true faith is wrought in the mind by the 
ſpirit of God, through whoſe energy alone the 
truths of the goſpel are made to reach the heart 
and conſcience of man; and that all Chriſtians 
are born again, © being in Chriſt, they are new 
«creatures *. ” 

It appears to me, that there is a change 
in the ſtate, temper and conduct of theſe per- 
ſons; that whereas before, they were obnoxious 
to everlaſting puniſhment, now their fins are 
forgiven, and their perſons accepted; that the 
ſpirit of God, through the word of the goſpel, 
begins in their ſouls, the ſame holy and divine 
life which was ſinleſs and perfect in the hu- 
man nature of Chriſt, and which, m due time, 


will be complete in them; that this life and 


ſtate is in all things directly oppoſite to the na- 
tural life and condemned ſtate of man; that 
as in the one, they have loſt the image of God, 
and “ have borne the image of the earthy ”, ſo 
m'the other, they are again reſtored to the divine 
Hkeneſs, and “ bear the image of Chriſt, the 
Lord from heaven *;” that, in the partici- 

Gs of 
God, and are one with the Lord Jeſus, being 
born again, not of blood, nor of the will of the 


John i. 12. * 2 Cor. v. 17. 1 Cor. xv. 47, 
43, . 
* 36 
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« fleſh, nor of the will of man, but of God *,” 
and are therefore juſtly ſaid, in the holy ſcrip- 
tures, to be © created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good 
« Works. | | 

I apprehend that all true Chriſtians are ſanc- 
tified and made holy, by the ſpirit of grace, thro' 
the word of the goſpel, having been choſen of 
God for this purpoſe ; that as “without holi- 
% neſs no man can ſee the Lord, ſo without 
« the fruits of righteouſneſs *” and holy obedi- 
ence to the word of God, no man can be juſtly 
deemed a Chriftian : becauſe theſe are the pro- 
per “fruits of the ſpirit of Chriſt ”,” they 
muſt always ſpring up, and gradually mature, 
wherever there is a divine life, ſo that, by de- 
grees, they will ſubdue the power, and at laſt 
extirpate the very being of {in from che renewed 
ſoul: pride, envy, ſelfiſhneſs, diſſimulation, 
hatred and contention, being as foreign from 
the Chriſtian name, as drunkenneſs, theft, for- 
nication and adultery. 

believe, that wherever God hath begun a 
good work, he will perform it until the day of 
&« Chriſt*;” that he forſaketh not his ſaints ; and 
although fin will cleave to their nature, durin 
the preſent life, yet they ſhall be preſerved from 
final apoſtacy, that none of them ſhall ever pe- 
riſh, but „the only wiſe God, their Saviour, 
will keep them from falling, and preſent 
them faultleſs before the preſence of his glory 
with exceeding joy.“ 330% 

I am perſuaded that all thoſe for whom 
Chriſt died, and no other, ſhall; in due time, and 
in proper order, be called to the ſaving know- 

t John 1, 13. 

x Pllipp. i. ; 1. 
s ſude yer, 24, 25. 


« Eph. ii, 10. 


» Heb. x11. 14. 
Y Gal. v. 22. 


„ Philipp. i. 6. 
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tedge of his name and goſpel + ſince men are 
not made partakers of a divine nature, and of 
immortal bleſſings by - chance, and whatever 
God doth, muff be according. to his infinitely 


vriſc and righteous counſcl, to think otherwiſe, 


ſeems to be a diſhonour to the fountain of wif- 
dom and goodneſs, and to take away all ſolid 
ground of hope from every rational mind; for 
if God is not immutable: and fixed in the com- 
munication of bleffedneſs, who. then can truſt! in 
his name? 

Lam ſenſible chat the goſpel i is to aus 8 ed 
ed to every creature „ that the children of 
* God, who are ſcattered abroad. among all 
nations, may be gathered from the world into 
ſeparate ſocieties, according to the inftitution 
ot Chriſt; the members of which do by conſent 
unite and acknowledge the an Jelus, as their 
only head and lawgiver. 

J con{ider a church of Chriſt, takin, as 
having a right, within itſelf, to chuſe its own of. 
ficers, under the guidance of his ſpirit, and to 
8 and exchade members, according to the 
rules of his goſpel, and view ſuch a ſociety as, 
in matters of faith and religious worſhip, agen 
to no juriſdiction under heaven. 

believe that Chriſt hath inſtituted in his 


Church, Paſtors, who are alſo called Elders 


or Biſnops, together with“ Teachers, for the per- 
fecting the ſaints, for the work of the miniitry, 
for the edifying of the body of Chriſt -;“ and 


pikewiſe “ Deacons , for the proper order of 


his houſe, and for che ati vantage of the ſaints ; 
that no other abiding officers are mentioned in 


d Mark xvi. 15. John x. 52. „., 12> 
e. Adds vi. 1, Kc. 
| the 


the element on the perſon 8 
. ſcriptural method of performing this ordinance; 
that it can never be proved, that either our 


ET -B 


the New. Teſtament ;; that it is the duty of a 
paſtor to preach the word, and to adminiiter 


the ſacred ordinances of the goſpel, as © the 


A helper of his brethren's faith and joy; and 
thar waptiſm and the Lord's ſupper were ap- 
pointed by Chriſt, for the perpetual obſervance 
of all his churc hes. | 

I I apprehend that baptiſm is to be adminiſtered 


in the uſe of water; that ſprinkling or pouring 
baprifed, is the true 


Lord, or any of John's diſciples, were baptiſed 
by immerſion; that whatever might have been 
the en of John the baptiſt, in this reſpect, 
yet his example can be no fixed rule for us, 


. lace the apoſtles, after they had received power 


from heaven to introduce the goſpel ſtate, re- 


baptiſed thoſe who had been before baptiſed by 


John, which clearly proves that his baptiſm 
was not to be the model of ours under the Chri- 
ſtian diſpenſation; and, after our Lord's reſur- 


rection, baptiſm is always ſpoken of in ſuch 


language and connection, as naturally excludes 


all thoughts of immerſion. I believe alſo that 


the proper ſubjects of this ordinance are not 


only thoſe who profeſs their faith in Chriſt, but 
. allo their infant ſeed ; that all true Chriſtians, 
. therefore, ought to have their infant children 


* baptiſed in the name of the Father, and of 


[the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt*®; ” and 


that ſuch children have a divine right to this ſa-, 


cred privilege, for the following reaſons : | 


Becauſe, 1ſt, Every individual of mankind 
is born into the world under the guilt and power 


f 2 Cor. i, 24. e Matth. xxvili. 19. 
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2 of ſin, and from their birth need forgiveneſs and 


the renewing grace of God. Infants ſuffer Pain, 


and “ death, Which is the wages of ſin;” this 
ſhews that they need “ the gift of God, * ich 


is eternal life, through Jeſus C Chriſt our 


« Lord *”: and they to whom fin is imputed, 


are, without doubt, the capable and proper 


ſubjects of impured righteouſneſs. 

Becaule, 2dly, All men juſtly acknowledge, 
that infants, as well as adult perſons, are capa- 
ble of glory and happineſs in a future ſtate, tor 
which reaſon infants repeatedly obtained the 
notice and bleſſing of Chriſt, who rebuked 
e thoſe which forbad ” their parents to intro- 
duce babes and ſucklings, affirming, that « of 
« ſuch is the kingdom of God. 

Becauſe, zdly, The ſcriptures affirm, that 
the children of thoſe who believe are * holy *,” 
but not the children of Infidels, 

Becauſe 4thly, Infants under the Jewiſh di 

enſation, were the ſubjects of that ordinance 
which God himſelf OE ol as a © SEAL or 
«© THE RIGHTEOUSNESS WHICH IS BY AIT“: 
Now, perſons of full age, are not capable of any 
thing more, nor do they ever receive any thing 
beyond the bleſſings of that righteoutneſs ; in 
every inſtance, therefore, wherein the goſpel was 
preached to the Patriarchs of old, theirinfant 
children were not only intitled to, but actually 
enjoy'd the ſcal and pledge of the glorious 
goſpel: who then ſhall now begin to exclude 
them from this ſacred privilege, ſince the fulnels 
of all that grace has been ſo long revealed, in 
which the infant children ot Chriſtians, are ſaid 


"RI v3 23. * Match. ix. 13, 14, 15. Mark 
4 13.— 16. Luke xviü. 15, 18. 1 Cor. vii. 14 
Rom. iv. 11. 


10 


1191 
to be © holy” in as expreſs language as ever were 
the ſeed of Abraham ? 

And becauſe, 5thly, Infant baptiſm hath been 
the invariable practice of the church of Chriſt, 
from the beginning to this day, nor was ever 
an exception heard of till modern times. 

believe that it is the indiſpenſible duty of 
every true Chriſtian to unite himſelf to ſome 
church of Chriſt, in all the inſtitutions of his 
word, and to commemorate with the people of 
God, the ſufferings and death of his ſaviour in 
the Lord's ſupper. 

Finally, I believe that the ſouls of all the 
faithful, upon their ſeparation from the body, 


are immediately with Chriſt in Heaven, and 


enjoy a ſinleſs {tate of activity and bleſſedneſs; 
that there ſhall be a reſurrection of the bodies, 
firſt of the juſt and then of the unjuſt; and that 
God hath appointed a Day in which he will 
judge the world in righteouſneſs, by that man 
« whom he hath ordained *, when the wicked 
ſhall receive their final ſentence, and be baniſhed 
from the preſence of God into everlaſting pu- 
niſhment ; but when the righteous {hall obtain 
the fulneſs of redemption, and be introduced 
into the moſt exalted and never-ending ſtate of 


glory and happineſs. Amen. 
m Acts xvii. 31. 
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THE 
CH ARG E. 
| 1 


THOMAS DAV-LDS.ON. 


REVEREND AND DzAR BROTHER, 
OU have this day given up yourſelf to the 
Lord, and his honourable ſervice in the 
work of the goſpel,” to which you have been 
ſolemnly ſet apart, by your brethren in the mi- 
niſtry here preſent, to _ T0 this moſt 
roperly belongs: you have alſo gen . 
Elk to thi gerte of this church of 22 
lickly teſtifying your acceptance of their call 
to the paſtoral office among them; ſo that there 
is now a near and very important relation fixed 
between you and them, the conſequences of 
Which will reach to, and be felt both by you 
and them, in the eternal world. When this is 
duly conſidered, it ſets the tranſactions of this 
day, in which we have been, and are now en- 
gaged, in a very awful and ſtriking point of 
view. | 
It is uſual on ſuch occaſions as this, and 
indeed highly proper, for one to give a ſolemn 
Charge to the perſon inveſted with the miniſterial 
character and paſtoral office, and as you, dear 
fir, and the church aſſembling in this ꝓlace, have 
laid that part of the ſolemn work of this day 
upon me, the meaneſt and meſt unworthy 1 


1 229 
the Lord's ſervants, I ſhall, at your deſire and 
their's, humbly attempt it; and I ſhall found 
what I tall offer to your ſerious conſideration 
on this occalion, on that charge which the 
apoſtle. Paul gave to Timothy in his ſecond 


EpiSTLE, Chap. ii. ver. 15. 


STUDY TO SHEW THYSELF APPROVED UNTO 
Gon, a WORKMAN THAT NEEDETH NOT TO 
bk ASHAMED, RIGHTLY: DIVIDING” THE WORD 
OF TRUTH. 

All the parts of the holy miniſtry are awful 
and important, which ever way they are viewed, 
and therefore deſerve the cloſeſt conſideration ; 
hence the apoſtle introduced his exhortation 
here, with the word rendered ( ſtudy”, which 
implies diligence, ſolicitude, and carefulneſs, as 
about a thing of the greateſt moment and con- 
ſequence as to the iſſue of it. Deep and ſerious 
thinking js the indiſpenſible duty of all who 
engage in the work of the miniſtry, concerning 
its nature, tendency, and effects, both with re- 
ſpect to themſelves, and thoſe whom it more 
immediately concerns in the exerciſe of it; 
therefore I would begin my addreſs to you, 
[1 my dear brother, by repeating t the words of the 
i apoſtle in the text, STUDY TO SHEW THYSFLF 
Mi APPROVED: UNTO GOD, A WORKMAN THAT 
NEEDETH-NOT, TO BE ASHAMED, RIGHTLY DIVI- 
DING THE WORD OF TRUTH. 

The ſervice you are now engaging in is his 
ſervice, the ſervice of the Fe) Telus Chriſt ; 
you are now taking him for your lord and 
maſter, and-in the managing of your work, you 
are to look caretully into his word, to ſee what 
inſtructions he gives his ſervants there, con- 
cerning the, way in which that work is to be 


carried on, ſo as that the great ends of it may 
be 


[23] 
be anſwered : unleſs this is duly adverted to, and 
complied with, nothing we do can be accepted 
of him. Well then, brother, I would in the 
FIRST place ſay, „Study to ſhew yourſelf 
« approved unto God,” as a Chriſtian, both 
with reſpect to the truth and reality of religion 
in the heart, which no eye can ſee but his, and 
in that part of it alſo, which comes under the 
obſervation of men, which 1s a teſtimony. and 
proof both to them and ourſelves, that our re- 
ligion 1s true and genuine, without any thing of 
allowed hypocriſy and guile. Study then, I 
ſay, to approve yourſelf unto God as a Caris- 
TIAN, by narrowly examining yourſelf, as in his 
ſight, whether you have believed the goſpel to 
the ſaving of your own foul; for this is the 
root, the foundation, the ground-work of - all 
true religion, without it there can be none. 
This is a point we cannot be too ſolicitous 
- about; for it is the ſame with what the apoſtle 
calls © a giving diligence to make our calling 
« and election fure*,” For a man to be employed 
in preaching that goſpel, which he himſelf has 
not believed, is dreadful beyond what can be 
deſcribed ; for he carries about with him the 
ſentence of his own condemnation, which, in the 
courſe of preaching, he muſt frequently declarc, 
He that believeth not ſhall be damned.“ 
Miniſters are not exempted from that com- 
mandment, © Examine yourſelves, whether ye 
be in the faith.“ Much depends on this, both 
as to their own inward peace, aad the ſucceſs of 
their miniſtry too. I may venture to ſay, there 
are none in the world in greater danger of felt- 


deceit than miniſters. Their work and office lay 


» 2Pet.i.10, Mark xvi: 16. 4 2 Cor. xiii. 5. 
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them under à neteſſity, if they have. any regard 
| to their character, and facred function, to obſerve 
5 at leaſt an outwardly decent and blameleſs walk, 
[i by keeping at a more than ordinary, diftance 
4 from thoſe groſs ſins which even the World call 
; : ſnameful; and yer this may be nothing more 
lf than a caſual reſtraint laid upon ſin: the ſtated 
li and regular return of the duties belonging to 
i | their office, both of a public and private nature, 
1 lays them under a neceſſity of being often en- 
RI - paged in the. exerciſe of-gitts 3. and when theſe 
1 are more than common, and fuch as excite ap- 
| plauſe and commendation from men, how caiy 
Ui is it for ſelf-deceit to inſinuate itſelf into our 
minds, ſo as to make us miſtake gifis for grace 
J and a miſtake of that kind, unleſs it be diſco- 
0 vered and rectified, cannot fail to have fatal 
„ N effects on them who make it. 
That is an awful word that is ſpoken con- 
[tt cerning the angel or miniſter of the church of 
0 - ::Sardis; „ know thy works, that thou haſt a 
Ih name, that thou liveſt and art dead. Many 
bh things may concur to make this the caſe. Men 
41 may be poſſeſſed of ſurpriſing natural abilities, 
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in reſpect of wiſdom, prudence, and a quick 
apprehenſion of things; to theſe may be added 
great gifts, ſuch as elocution, an ability to ſet 
things in an advantageous and taking point of 
view; ſo ſoft and pleaſing an addreſs, as is apt 
© Ie raiſe the paſſions, and Carry them into a kind 
orf captivity ;; ſuch a meaſure of human learning 
: as ſerves to correct the gifts of nature, to guard 
them againſt exceſs, and to keep them ſo Joplin 


A the ſtrict} precepts of the ſchools, as to form 
J hat is called a complete orator, yea, what 


Rev. ii. 1. 
ſhall 
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ſhall I ſay farther ! beſides; all theſe; thete may 
be ſuch knowledge of the word of God, in the 
letter of ite, as enables to expreſs divine truths 
either in prayer or preaching, in a manner pecu- 
Uarly taking even to ſerious Chriſtians: and yer 
with all theſe gifts there may be nothing either 
of the reality or exerciſe. of grace. The gifts 
may be ſo ſhining and conſpicuous as to give 
a man 2. name to live: among men, while yet he 
is dead before God; with whom the leaſt mea- 
ſure of true ſaving grace, and getiuine ſincerity 
of heart flowing from it, far exceeds the greateſt 
meaſure of natural and acquired abilities to be 
found among men. I would, therefore, ſay, 
O brother, there is great need to be enabled by 
divine teaching, to diſtinguiſh: between even the 
free and ready, exerciſe of ſpiritual gifts, and 
the real aſſiſtance of the holy ſpirit, in all our 
miniſtrations of one kind or another, that we 
may not make a miſtake in ſo material a point as 
this. I would put myſelf in remembrance of this, 
while at the ſame time I thus recommend it to 
you; for it needs to be impreſſed daily on all 
our minds, ſo as to dwell with ſuch ſanctified 
improvement there, as to fill us with humility 
and holy fear. If ſuch an one as the great 
apoſtle Paul could ſay, © I keep under my body, 
and bring it into ſubjection, leſt, that by any 
means, when I have preached the goſpel to 
others, I myſelf ſhould be a cait-away*,” how 
much more may ſuch as we ſay ſo 
But not to infiſt any longer on this, I would 
ſay further, ſtudy to approve yourſelf unto God, 
as a Chriſtian, in the whole of your deportment 
and walk before the world. Holineſs becom- 


* 1 Corinth, ix. 27. 
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et eth. the houſe of the Lord for ever *;? this 15 
an eternal and ſelf evident truth. Gas: conſider- 
= eh of che coſtly and beautiful dreſs of 


the h Prieſt, under the law, was the crown 


.of gold ale ſurrounded the mitre, on the fore- 
front of which was engraven “ Horixzss To 


„THE LoR D', ? which intimates ſtill to us, and 
is a part of the improvement we ſhould make of 
it, that holineſs, univerſal holineſs, ſhould con- 
ſpicuouſly- ſhine. forth, and be viſible in all 


thoſe who belong to the houſe of the Lord, and 
miniſter in holy things there. 


It has been obſerved by ſome, and juſtly, 
e that it is not with miniſters as with men of 
other employments, who may be good phy- 


« ſicians, good lawyers, good. ſoldiers, good 


5 ſtateſmen, though otherwiſe but very indiffe- 


rent ſort of men, yea they may be ſo, and yet 


very wicked and profane men; but the mini- 
« ſter who diſgraces his profeſſion and office, by 
© an unſuitable and unholy life, let his other 
e qualifications, be what they will, of all crea- 
e tures, next to Satan himſelf, ſerves the in- 
«© tereſt ef hell moſt ; in regard ſo many wretch- 
ed fouls arc in danger of falling to their de- 


* ftruction, by the bad example he ſets them.” 


It is a dreadiul part of the character of Elis 


ſons, though perhaps they ware punctual enough 


in their ſervice about the ſanctuary, © that thoy 
« knew not the, Lord,” and from them went 
forth lewdneſs into all the land, and their pro- 


faneneſs made the offerings of che Lord to be 
« abhorred ©,” 0 my dear brother, what nced 
. have we to beware of every og that ſo much 


3 


FR xo. - > Fxod. xXvili. 36, 372 38, compared 


| with chap, xxxix. * 1 Sam. ü. 


LIB]. 

28 borders on this, or has a tendericy to lay 2 
ſtumbling block in the way of unwary fouls, over 
which they way fall to their eternal ruin! It 
any do fo, the blood of ſuch ſouls wil beer re- 
quired at their hands: | 

It is true, that 77 of beließ Ut of our 
walk as Chriſtians T am now ſpeaking of, may 
be ſeen and judged of by men, and it is neceſ- 
ſary it ſhould be fo, according to our Lord's 
Sis 2/8 commandment, Let your light ſo ſhine 
before men, that they may ſee your good works 
« and glorify your father who is in heaven“ 
but notwithſtanding this, what reſpects our de- 
portment before men, muſt be performed as in 
the ſight of God, who is the principal party we 
have to do with, in this, as well as in that part 
of our religion that no eye fees but his own ; 
otherwiſe all we do is no better, and will be ac- 
counted no better than ſplendid hypocriſy: all 
mult be performed as in his fight, and in obedi- 


ence to his word, © not as pleaſing men, but 25 


« God, who trieth our hearts 

Behave as we will indeed, it is not to . 
pected that we can go through life without cen- 
ſure and blame of one kind or another; for 
even innocence itſelf will not protect one from 
this, in an ill-natured world : and when this is 
the caſe with us, there is one way in which we 
may turn the unjuſt cenſures of men to our own 
advantage, by endeavoufing, through grace, 
to live and be, the very reverſe of What they 
falſely ſay of us; this is the beſt, the moſt con- 
vincing, and the moſt laſting confutation they 
can” meet with. A holy, tender, uniform, Cir-- 
cumſpett walk, always ſpeaks for itfelf, and 


Matth. v. 16. 1 Theſf. il. 4. > 
E 2 leaves 


28 


leaves a teſtimony in the conſciences even of the 
worſt of men, who neither love it, nor care to 
imitate it. 

‚ There ſhould be nothing dubious in a mini: 
ſter's walk or conduct, nothing that needs an 
elaborate apology 3 for where that' is the caſe, ir 


always carries omething that 1s ſuſpicious, and 

ſeldom, if ever, fails to hide ſomething that is 
blameworthy under it. O] how comfortable 

is it, when we gan. with ſome meaſure of truth, 

adapt the words of the apoſtle, and ſay,“ Our 

: 0. een is this, the . of our conſcience, 
that in ſimplicity, and godly [1 incerity, not with 

e fleſhly wiſdom, but by! Be grace of God, we have 

had our converſation in the world ©!” In what 

[forcible and endearing language does he appeal 

La to God and men, when he fa ys, © Ye arc 

e witnefles, and God alſo, how holil and juſtly, 

25 27 and unblameably we behaved ourſelves among 

u that believe *,” This, my dear brother, is 

-.t0 8 our doctrine, and carries conviction 

do t the hearts of our hearcrs, when they ſee the 

4 Influence | it has upon our own hearts. © A holy 

. as one well expreſſes it, is the moſt per- 

5 Haſiye ſermon, expreſſed too in a language 

e which men of all nations equaily underſtand, 

«Ir eyen explains what other ſermons mean, in- 

£ Read of heeding to be explained by them. 
Nen will fee more beauty in holineſs thus ſet 

- before them in the whole of our walk and 
3 rt *Tanverſation, than i in the moſt rhetorical de- 
|, < ſcription we can give of it in words; and then 
. *:they loſe no time, for they ſee it at once. In 

5 ng be this way we. ma preveh without ceaſing, by WY 
"© holding forth the word of life continually, M 


| vn, i be f. 10. 


. oo Ie, 5 


* and 


years, to t 
- people. who have heard you, together with the 
bganimous call you have had from this church, | 


22 1 
and ſo exhihit the religion of Chriſt, that in 
« our practice, all WO ehold us may have an 
* eaſy opportunity of reading his laws every 
« day.” . Hoy. forcible is this, way of teaching! 


How adorning to the docttine of God our Sari 
viour! This i is to approve ourſelves unto God 
as Chriſtians: and truly it is not only our duty 
but our life; for it has ſuch a happy influence 
on the 5 — frame of our hearts, as to make 


all the parts of our publick work eaſy and de- 
lightful. Well then, brother, * be thou an 


* example of the believers, in converſation, in 
charity, in ſpirit, in faith, in purity *”, But 
not to infiſt any more on this. 

SzconDLy, © Study to ſhew yourſelf appro- 
« ved unto God,” as a miniſter. I doubt not, 
brother, bur you are able to make out your call 


to the miniſtry, ſo as to ſatisf your own mind, 


that you are not running unſent. If the Lord 
has inclined your heart to the work, if he has 
enabled you, by his grace, to devote and give 
up yourlelf to him in it; if he has made your 
ends in undertaking it ſincere and upright, in 
having it as your principal aim to glorify him, 
to advance the ſpiritual intereſts of the 3 


of Chriſt, and promote the ſalvation of 


ous fouls, without any finful regard to 5 5 
advantages whatſoever; you can deſire nothing 


more to ſatisfy your own mind, that you are 
called of him to the work: your having a re · 
| Fr edycation for the miniſtry, .and having 


en engaged in preaching the goſpel, for ſame 
Te ſatisfaction both of miniſters and 


I Tun. iv, 12, 


afford 
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afford abundant ſatisfaction to others alſo, that 
you are indeed called to the work : and there- 
fore all I ſhall ſay further on this head ſhall be 
compriſed in theſe following things. 

1. As a miniſter, ſtudy” to approve yourſelf 
unto God, in reſpect of diligence in his work. 
The words I have choſen as the ground of this 
exhortation, hold forth the Chriſtian miniſtry as 
a work; miniflers are here called “ workmen,” 
and ought to be ſuch. The Lord Chrilt lays to 
his ſervants, whom he puts into the miniſtry, as 
in the parable, Go work in my vineyard *,” 
Fhlere is no room for loiterers here. The mi- 
niſtry is a work, and a painful laborious work it 
is, f managed as it ought to be. Miniſters have 
much fallow ground to break up, both with re- 
fpect to themſelves and others. They have not 
only, the work of every returning ſeaſon, but the 
work of all ſeaſons at once, on their hands; 
feed time and harveſt, plowing, ſowing, plant- 
ing, and watering ; and all to be done with the 
utmoſt care and aſſiduity. Time would fail to 
enlarge here, I ſhall mention only one part of the 
miniſter's work, © labouring in the word and 
&« doctrine *;” for that is the part of a mini- 
ſter's labour that the text has a particular rete- 
rence to : be diligent, therefore, my dear bro- 
ther, in this part of your work, © labouring in 
the word and doctrine.“ When you engage in 
it, bear it upon your mind, that preaching the 
word 1s an ordinance of God, for the converſion 
and edification of precious fouls, and that accor- 
ding to the entertainment it meets with, they 
who hear it from your mouth muſt be ſaved or 
loſt for ever. This view of preaching the word 


1 Matth. XXI. 28, * 1 Tin. v. 17. 


is, 


1 . rr 
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is, alas ! in our Sas: 3 in a grea at meaſure over- 
looked, if not loſt; hence it is that both on the 
part of many 5 and heaters, it is conſis 
dered as a grave, religious kind of amuſement, 
and people come d places of worſhip, eithep as 
cuſtom leads the way, oy to gratify their curio⸗ 
ſity, and be enter! nliied for an hour: This may 
be aſſigned as one reatou why the word is ſo little 
attended with ſucceſs at preſent; and truly 
where this evil obtains, and as it obtains, like 
a moth, it eats out the life of ſerious godlineſs, 
and makes religion to dwindle down. to an em 
ty form. O brother, beware yourſelf of, and 
warn the people ct your charge againſt this pre- 
vailing evil; that in your miniſtrations they may 
always meet with what has a tendency rather to 
reach the heart, and touch the conſcience, than 
to rickle the car, and pleaſe the fancy. + 
Search the ſcriptures daily, and dig deep in 
that precious field, as one who is in queſt of an 
ineſtimable treaſure, not merely as a ſcholar and 
a critick, (though that is ſometimes very uſeful, 
in its own place, when it is done with humility 
and true judgment) but ſearch them for food 
and life to your own ſoul; that you may be ſa- 
vingly and practically acquainted with the truths 
contained in them, ſo as that when you preach 
them, you may be able to ſay, I ſpeak the 
things I know, and teſtify the things I have 
« feen?*.” Tou are to employ all the talents 
and gifts God has beſtowed on you, Whether 
natural, gracious, or acquired, in ſear Me in- 
to, and ſeeking to know the mind and wi gt 
God in his word, and eſpecially that part of ij. 
Which vou make the ground of your public mi- 


nd 
a John ; 1, 11. +. 8 


miriſtrations 


1.32. 
niſtrations from time to time; for it is not Auf. 
ficient, on ſuch oceaſions;- that. a man- peaks 
troth, and what 18 edlfying in its owry nature, 
butt it ſhould be thè truth of the puſſage before 
Rim; that fo the hearers may be led to what, at 
eaſt, he takes to t ine mean- 
bog of the Holy Spirit. Dns 9141 07 24 
Excellent to this purpuls; randiwontly of 
Siltar6n; 1 is what that great mar of God, Dr. 
*Owenz ſays, in his preface to his expoſition of 
the epiſtle to the Hebrews, . Carerul have 1 
2 as of my life and ſoul, to bring no pre- 

. judicate ſenſe unto the words, ko impoſe no 
meaning of my own, or other men's upon 
them, nor to be impoſed on, by the reaſonings 
or the eurioſities of any, but went always na- 
*kedly to the word itſelf, to learn humbly- the 
«mind of God in it, and to expreſs it as he 

4e ſhould enable me.“ Be confelentiouſiy dili- 
— ſtudying carefully Har you deliver in 
ublic, ſo as no make it matter of ſerious and 
loſe” meditation, which is to be accompanied 
"with fervent ſupplications to the God of all 
"grace for light and aſſiſtance, that you may 
Bring forth nothing that is raw, crude, and in- 
digeſted; but that which 1s ſolid, ſubſtantial and 
edifying, that which ſpiritual fouls ean caſily 
take in and rebſh. In extraordinary cafes; the 
ſervants of Chriſt may expect extraordinary 
aſſiſtance, but in the ordinary courſe of "their 
miniſtry, to ſerve God with that which coſts them 
nothing, and which they have not weighed in 
their own minds, and compared with the ſcrip- 
tures of truth, is the higheſt degree of pre- 
ſumption, and may fitly be compared to what 
under the law was called * offering the blind, 
© the lame, the ſick, and a corrupt thing to the 
14. * Lord. 
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„Lord.“ But at che ſame time, I would cav- 
tion you, dear fir, againſt ſatisfying yourſelf win 
mere ſtudy and no more: labour to have a lively 
belicying ſenſe of the truths you ſtudy impreſs d 
on your own mind; endeavour to enter into the 
ſpirit of them, that you may ſpeak from the 
heart to the heart, and as you believe and feel. 


Without this, a man loſes his own part of his 


labour, I mean, the edification of his own ſoul. 
When a miniſter taſtes a divine ſweetneſs in the 
word he delivers to others, and has a ſpiritual 
reliſh of what he ſpeaks, it mages his labour in 
the pulpit eaſy and pleaſant, There is ſome- 
thing in this, which 1s altogether inexplicable, 
and is better felt than can be expreſſed ; the 


' beſt deſcription I know of it, is in the words of 


Elihu, For J am full of matter, the ſpirit 
* within me conſtraineth me; behold my belly 
is as wine which hath no vent, it is ready to 
«* burſt, like new bottles ! I will ſpeak that I may 
« be retreſhed®.” Sucha temper as this (as one 
« well obſerves) would make us feel to purpoſe, 


and then we ſhould ſpeak with propriety and 


energy; tor both order and elocution are the 
offspring of a warm and an underſtanding 
heart. Did we, like Paul, travail as in birth 
till Chriſt were formed in the ſouls of nen, out 
* tongue would be like the pen of a ready 
* writer.” There is ſomething in this, that is 


above both ſtudy and art, but it may be ob- 


tained by faith in prayer, and then indeed, like 
the apoſtles, We ſhould ſo ſpeak as that many 
«* would believe“ .“ bc 

2dly, „“ Study to ſhew yourſelf approved 
* unto God,“ as a miniſter, in reſpect of .- 


* Mal. 1:8, 13, 14. * Job xxxii. 18, 19, 20. 7, Afts 


Av. 1. 
7 F dom; 


5 F 
dom, I mean that holy ſpiritual wiſdom that 
cometh from above, and is profitable to direct 
you in all things relating to your work. There 
15 no power or qualification of the mind, whether 


natural or gracious, that God has beſtowed on 


us, but is capable of improvement, and we re- 
ceive ſuch talents with this expreſs charge, © Oc- 
„ cupy till I come*.” This is what is called by 
the apoſtle in this epiſtle, “ A ſtirring up of the 
gift of God that is in us?“ © that our profiting 
may appear unto all*.” That which J prin- 
cipally aim at, on this head, is that part of wif- 
dom that is neceſſary to your © Shewing yourſelf 
« a ſkilful workman, that needeth not to be 
« aſhamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” 
This, my dear brother, makes conſtant, daily ſtudy 
and meditation your duty, and not in a flight and 
ſuperficial manner, but with care, diligence, and 
exactneſs, that you may indeed “ be ſkilful in 
the word of righteouſneſs“,“ and may know 
how to apply it to matters of faith and holy 
practice, as they occur in the courſe of your 
miniſtry. 5 mmm, 
..,* Apollos, though an eloquent man, might» 
in the ſcriptures, and fervent in ſpirit,” needed 
notwithſtanding to have © the way 'of God 
< expounded to him more perfectly.“ This 
thews the need that miniſters have to be daily 
employed in ſearching the ſcriptures, that they 
may know more and more of the mind and wil 
of God in them, ſo that they may be “ wiſe 
« ſcribes, inſtructed unto the kingdom of God, 
.** that out of that divine treaſure they may be 
able to bring forth things new and old.“ Bu: 


* Luke xix. 13. Y Chap. i. 6. * 1 Tim, iv. 15. 
2 Heb. v. 13. * Acts xvii. 275 End e Mar, xiii. 52. 


tha, 


1 
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(35 ] 
that which I would particularly, touch upon or 
glance at, is, what the apoſtle here calls © An 
* ability, rightly to divide the word of truth.” 
This is not an artificial, or what we call an ana- 
lytical way of dividing the word, which may 
be done by ſome WhO Have à talent that way, 
with great ingenuity, while the main thing to 
be adverted to, is ſadly, if not altogether neg- 
lected. That which the apoſtle means by this 
phraſe, I take. to be the ſame thing that our Lord 
applies to © the faithful and wiſe ſteward, who 
* knows hew to give every one his portion of 
meat in due ſeaſon?.” 
If all the hearers of the goſpel were of one 

ſoit, a miniſter's work this way would be the 
eaſier, but it is with the ſouls of men as with 
their bodies, a variety of diſeaſes require a va- 
ricty of remedies, and a wiſe, {kilful phyſician 
too, to know how to adopt what is proper for. 
each... As a nice, thorough knowledge of 
ſtructure of the human body, and the different 
conſtitutions of perſons, and how nature com- 
monly operates in them, and what remedies are 
ſuitable to different cunſtitutions, and at different 
times too; as all this, I ſay, 1s neceſſary to make 
aſkilful and. ſucceſsful phyſician, ſo no leſs ne- 
ceſſary is it for a miniſter to be well. acquainted 
with the nature of the human: ſoul, how it has 
been corrupted by ſin, and how. it is renewed 
and fanftified by the ſpirit and grace of God, 
as both the one and the other are. pointed. dur. 
znd taught in the word; without tome com- 
petent knowledge of this kind, * is impoſſiblę 
one can be what the text calls, « «A workman 
that needeth not to be-aſhamed, nightly, d divi- 
ao the word of anke 27 
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is only by. the Rudy ef gur gn hearts, and 
the myſtery of miquity hidden' there, together 
with à wiſe,” prudent ob ſervat ion of the different 


tempers and diſpoſitions of men, chat we arrive 
at zhy tolerable- Knowledge of human nature, - 


and are thereby epabled to find out what are the 


governing: paſſions of them we have to do with,” 
10 a$t0 He able to make ſuitable impreflions-on. 
chem, and to repreſent truth and duty in ſuch 
a light as to prevaty with tem ta love and 


Practid Je. er et ; 


E 16-bY irobd:apd aghicimitbed, 
when we ſee them in danger of- being led aſide 


from the truth and holineſs: of the gotpel : ſome 
need t6 he” -put- forward, 'when we Cas de- 


clining duty from groundleſs tears and ſuſpicions 


of Any Kind: ſome need to be comforted add 
ekeouraged, when we ſee them gtoaning under 
the power of unbelief, and cke fuggeſtions of 
emy of ſouls: {owe need to be reproved, 
that ſharply,” when* they: turn aſide to the 


error. of the wicked; and by Jonſonuble — 


os caſtdtt the Ways of God . be evil ſpolcæ 


Scheel, and though honeft and b 


dealing Theuld: always take place on ſuch oc- 
cafions, 
rate ehem this courſe ſhould be wiſel con- 
Nand followed : 12 need to be ſpok 


attended; Kiek a good dval ef difficulty, when 
WS dat h and ee er 
and yer Woflc not eneohrage them in any thing 
. er of barrfubo them- 
{ves or 6chers. :: : 

In 8 Jas one. wel odferver; « 2 2 
* mini er, by a kind © tranſmigration, 2 
Dn * bimifef inviſibly, for 2 time, in the boſ * of 
Wat them 


yer, if it can be done ſo as _— exaſ- 


fofey! te ye ſo as hot to pe flattered, which arg 


(1337) ; 

« them-he has to de warks,, and ſurvey Wer in. 
ward make of their ſouls, could he ſtart u | 

therm in their own image, and ſpeak: to 
« 16 uber elf, it would be all little — 
tu make his gddrefies ſucceſsful, and to 7 
« Ahle him to become all things to all men. 
And I may add, to do ir in ſuch a manner as — 
make it evident to all, that he is indeed a ſkilful 
and expert workman, he can turn and apply” 
the word: of truth. ſo as ti make it, in a fit, pro- 
per and appoſite way and manner, meet with all 

caſes, relating to truth and duty, as they occur 
in providence, and in ſuch a way too, as 
convince perſons, that they have not him ſo 
much to do with, n Ces base won he 
ſets before them 

It is a neceſſuty piece. of wiflon alfs. that 

every miniſter ſhould- ſtudy to know when and 
how to bring forth the truths he handles in the 
courſe of his miniſtry in their ſeaſon oh for ev 
* ry thing is beautiful in its ſea There. 
are ſome particulat times wherein, a och mp: 
be what the ſcripture: calls 4-2. preſear-truth 
4s where it is called in queſtion, and geg 
by adverſaries, or when people's practice is 
rectly oppoſite to it then we are to ©:cry aloud: 
and not: to ſpare ; it is not time then td 
expreſs ourſelves: either in doubtful or ſoot 
words, on the contrary, we ought to be —— 
and explicit in publiſhing and Galena 8; 
the: of our power: all hich fhould wy 
done, as: with zeal and faichfulngfs, fo. with: 
wifdom- and: ꝓrudence ; for there. is 89-incons- 
liſtency between holy courage, in defending ah 
zeuth;:rand what the emen % the merk 
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& neſs. of : wiſdom 5,” 5 the meekneſs and fear 
+ with which. we ſhould be always ready to give 
da reaſon of the hope that is in us.“ 

It wildom, in all theſe reſpects, poet many 
others that might be mentioned, is both diffi. 
cult and neceſſary, we haye one promiſe, my 
dear brother, to encourage us, and which we 
may daily plead, If any of you lack wifdom, 
<« let him atk of God, 5 — giveth liberally.to all 
& 4 par upbraiderh not, and 1 it ſhall be given 
6 im 29 CR 

-.3dly and laſtly; 9 Study to ſhew yourſelf ap- 
« proved unto God“ as a miniſter, in re | 
faithfulneſs. By your office, as a miniſter and 
a paſtor, you are conſtituted a ſteward. in the 
houſe or family of God, or, which is the ſame 
thing, in the church of Chriſt, and that which 
15 committed to your cuſtody or Keeping a 
ſuch, is the holy word of God, „the vr 
4% of. truth 5,” which contains © che myſteries 
< of the kingdom of heaven , the food you 
are daily to bring forth to, and ſet before 
the children of the family: to this purpoſe the 
4poſtle ſays. Let a man ſo account of us, as 
L of the miniſters of Chriſt, and ſtewards of the 
L myſteries of: God. Morcover, it is Cequired 
in ſtevrards, that a man be found faithful“; 
be faithful, therefore, my drar brother, to your 
lord and maſter; hy keeping that which is com- 
matted tour truſt, which is nothing elſe, no- 
thing Jeſs than what the apoſtle tell sus “ was 
committed to his, the glorious goſpel of the 
bleſſed God. Remember, brother, this goſpel 
ts now, in a. pena manner, comnutted to your 


: 0 James 31 11. T3 11 Pet. iii. 15. f James i. 5. 
* Eph. i. 13. h Marr. X111, 11. : 1 Cor. iv. ils 2. 
1 Tim. i. 171. _ by 2 


keep- 


[ 39 | 
keeping, with the ſame affectionatè charge which 
the apoſtle gave to Timothy, Keep that which 
«is committed to thy truſt” It is commit- 
ted to you as à ſacred depoſitum, which you are 
to keep, and give an account of to our lord and 
maſter, whoſe goſpel it is; and the beſt, yea, 
the only way in which this can be done, to any 
ſaving purpoſe, the {ame apoſtle tells us, That 
good thing which was committed unto thee, 
ov keep by the Holy Ghoſt which dwelleth in 
us“ ;“ keep it with faith and love in your 
heart, as that which has brought life and ſalva- 
tion to your own ſoul, and like one that has 
been taught it by the Holy Spirit. This is to 
have it actually in poſſeſſion, without which, 
how is it poſſible one can keep it in a due man- 
ner, and to any ſaving purpoſe ! It is both a 
ſure and a ſweet way of holding “ the truth as ir 
js in Jeſus ,“ when it is“ ingrafted 9” on the 
heart by © the ſpirit of faith”, „ee and dwells 
« richly there in all wiſdom and ſpiritual under- 
« derſtanding 3,” They who have no ſurer hold 
of the truth than as ir is matter of their opinion, 
even though robability and reaſon ſhould be 
the' ground of that opinion, will eaſily be indu- 
ced, when a proper temptation offers, to let it 
go, and, as the apoſtle ſpeaks, will, © concern- 
ing Faith and a good conſcience, males ſhip- 
* wreck .“ Awful inſtances of this have not 
been wanting in any age of the church, which 
we ſhould all remember with reverence and 
godly fear. 

Therefore, my dear brother, faſfern me, in the 
name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe ler vants 


1 Tim. vi. 20. 2 Lisi. e iv. 21. 
o James i. 21. ? 2 Cor. iv, 13. Col. 1.1. 16. 
n. i. 19. 
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[4] 
we are, to beſeech and intreat you to be faitk 
ful to your maſter, by holding faſt the truth, 
* as you have been taught it, as I truſt you 
have received it into your heart by a Lyne faith, 
and as you have confeſſed it this day with your 
mouth, before many witneſſes. Stand by, and 
defend jt alſo to the utmoſt of your power, in 
holy regular manner. Beware you neither 
act the part of a coward, deſerting the truth 
when it is in danger of being called in queſtion, 
and run down by adverſaries, nur yet the part 
of a traytor, by baſely giving it up, and tamely 
yielding it to its enemies; hold it faſt to the 
end of your life, and remember the words 
of our Lord to the angel of the church of 
Smyrna; Be thou faithful unto death, and 1 
« will give thee a crown of life.“ 5 

Be Athful alſo to the ſouls of men in all your 
miniſtrations, eſpecially thoſe who are immedi- 
ately your charge, and committed to your care. 
Remember that ſolemn exhortation which the 
apoſtle gave to the elders of the church at 
Epheſus, and conſider it as ſpoken to yourſelf 
in particular, Take heed to yourſelf, and to 
« all the flock over which the Holy Ghoſt hath 
made you an overſeer, to feed the church of 
« God, which he hath purchaſed with his own 
% blood ©”. Be faithful to them, fo that you 
may be able to ſay, on all occaſions, with the 
ſame apoſtle, I take you to record that I am 
pure from the blood of all men; for I have 
* not ſhunned to declare unta you all the coun- 
< ſel of God“. Seek nat to conceal any part 
of the truth of God's holy word; for that may 
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nel o. 7 * fay, “ Thus faith the Lord.“ This 
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pai and molt illiterate of your hearers; ant, 
thus may be done without affecting a low, vul- 
gr, and coarſe way of peaking, which dilgrar, 
ces the truth. The more a miniſter's ſtyle in 
preaching comes to that of the holy ſcriptures, 
and may be called © words which the. Holy 
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* Ghoſt teacheth , „ ſound ſpeech, that can- 
not be condemned ?,” the more powerful and 
efficacious his preaching certainly will be. There 
is ſomething in the phraſcology of the Holy Ghoſt 
in the ſcriptures, that is in a peculiar manner 
ſuited to public preaching, and to render a man's 
miniſtrations ſavoury to the children of God. 
Concerning the ſtyle of the ſcriptures, with re- 
ſpect to preaching, it may be truly ſaid, as Da- 
vid ſaid of Goliah's ſward, there is none like 
*it*;” while what the apoſtle calls, excel. 
e Jency of ſpeech,” and © enticing words of 
man's . a manner of preaching that 
happens to be in vogue in our day, makes even 

_ what of truth is expreſſed in that way to eva- 
porate and come to nothing. | 
There is a way of preaching that the apoſtle 
Paul ſets before us, that, alas ! we 1n this ge- 
neration- are in a great meaſure ſtrangers to, 
.<« preaching in demonſtration of the ſpirit and of 
power.“ What that implies is better felt, 
both by mipiſters themſelves, and their hearers, 
than deſcribed in words. I awn this way of 


ſpeaking is not in any man's own power, but i: || 


has been, and. may be obtained by faith in 
prayer. Prayer,” as good biſhop Leighton 
happily ex preſſes it, © is the better half of a 
* miniſter's whole work, and that which makes 


the othęr half lively and effectual.“ We 


..thould not, my brother, think we have done all 
.our duty, when we have ſpent ourſelves in ſtudy 
and preaching, earneſt wreſtling with God in 
Prayer ſhouid accompany all our Jabours, chat 
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they may be ſurteſsful, © travailing in birth,” 
as the apoſtle expreſſes it, “till Chriſt is 
“formed in ſouls *,” Alas ! the reſtraint of 
the ſpirit, in this reſpect, is at the root, and is 
one main cauſe of the fruitleſs preaching and 
hearing; that is but too common in the day in 
which we live. If we were inſtant and fervent 
in prayer for this bleſſing ſo as to obtain it, it 
would ſpeedily change the face of affairs in our 
e and turn our barren wilderneſs into 
a fruitful field. May the Lord ſoon ſend ſuch 
a change, if it be his holy will ! Though I have 
encroached tos much already on your time and 
patience, and that of the audience, yet I cannot 
think of cloſing this addreſs, without ſaying a 
few things for your encouragement. 

1. Then, my dear brocher, the work you have 


undertaken is awful, important and difficult, 


but withal it is honourable; it is, when duly 
conſidered, the moſt honourable work the ſons 


of men can poſſibly be engaged in. To be 


employed in winning ſouls to Jeſus Chriſt, is 


near a-Kin to his work of _— ſouls; and 


what greater honour can poflibly be put upon 
us! With reſpect to this, I may allude to what 
the angel ſaid concerning John the bapriſt, 
« He ſhall be great in the ſight of the Lord,” 
and that is true greatneſs indeed! There is a 
two-fold reaſon given of this greatneſs, which 
deſerves particular notice, © for he ſhall be filled 


with the Holy Ghoſt, and many of the chil- 
_ * dren of Iſrael ſhall he turn to the Lord their 
God“. The honour attending this work was 


great, even to admiration, in the eyes of the 
apoſtle Paul, And TI thank (ſays he) Jeſus 
* Chriſt our Lord, who hath enabled me, for 
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< that he counted me faithful, putting me into 
ce the miniſtry *.” + Unto me who am leſs than 
the leaſt of all ſaints is this grace given, that 
* I ſhould preach among the Gentiles the un- 
« ſearchable riches of Chriſt ©.” 


2. Remember you are not alonein your 


work, and if you keep cloſe to your maſter, 


and to the inſtructions he has given you in his 
word, he will own, ſupport, and ſtrengthen 
you; for he ſends none of his ſervants “ a war- 
<« fare on their own charges ©.” Remember and 
believe daily that gracious promiſe he has left on 
record to his faithful ſervants, Lo! Iam with 
you alway. even to the end of the world ©.” If 
at any time you feel your own weakneſs, re- 
member and believe what he has ſaid, My 
grace is ſufficient for thee ; for my ſtrength 
eis made perfect in weakneſs '.” The belief of 
this will enable you to ſay, with that bleſſed apo- 
ſtle, to whom this was firſt ſpoken, „ moſt 
* gladly therefore will I rather glory in my in- 
* firmities that the power of Chriſt may reſt 
« upon mes.“ 

3. Glorious and great beyond thought or 
expreſſion is the gracious and tree reward which 
our dear Lord and Maſter has provided for and 
promiſed to all his faithful ſervants, We may 
indeed meet with conſiderable hardſhips and 
difficulties in his ſervice, with oppoſition and 
bad treatment from men to whom we are 
ſent with his meſſage and word of reconciliation, 
but this is no more than he himſelf met with, in 
our world, when he exerciſed a perſonal miniſtry 
in it, and he has forewarned us, that we muſt 
expect the ſante treatment; “ for the ſervant 
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« is not greater than his lord ".” If then we 
© endure hardſhip, as good ſoldiers of Jeſus 
« Chriſt',” and taint not, that ſentence from 
his mouth, at the end of the day, when he calls 
us off the field of battle, will make an ample and 


ſuper-abundant amends fer all, Well done 


good and faithful ſervants, enter into the joy 
« of your lord *.“ The joy which this will com- 
municate, will laſt throughout eternal ages. 1 
conclude with thoſe weighty and comfortable 
words of the apoſtie, The elders which are 
among you I exhort, who am alſo an elder, 
« and a witneſs of the ſufferings of Chriſt, and 
<« allo a partaker of the glory that ſhall be re- 
« vealed : feed the flock of God which is among 
you, taking the overſight thereof, not by con- 
« ſtraint, but willingly, not for filthy lucre, but 
* of a ready mind, neither as being lords over 
„God's heritage, but being enſamples to the 
„ flock; and when the chief ſhepherd ſhall 
« appear, ye ſhall receive a crown of glory that 
<« fadeth not away!.“ 

Bleſſed are all they who ſhall receive that 
crown from his holy and liberal hand. 


John xiii. 16, i 2 Tim. ii. 3, * Mat. xxv. 21. 
1 I Pet. v. 128. 
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THOMAS TOWLE, A p. 


PHILIPPIANS 1. 9.—11. 


Axp This I PRAT, THAT YOUR LOVE MAY 
ABOUND YET MORE AND MORE, IN KNOW- 
LEDGE AND IN ALL JUDGMENT 3 THAT YE 
MAY APPROVE THINGS THAT ARE EXCEL- 
LENT; THAT YE MAY BE SINCERE AND 
WITHOUT OFFENCE TILL THE DAY OF 
CHRIST ; BEING FILLED WITH THE FRUITS 
OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, WHICH ARE BY JESUS 
-* UNTO THE GLORY AND PRAJSE OF 
OD. 


HE words before us are a comprehenſiye 

and noble prayer of the apoſtle Paul, for 
the church of Chriſt at Philippi, and they pre- 
ſent to our view a number of bleſſings equally 
needed by, and, which ſnould with the ſame ear- 
neſtneſs, he requeſted for eyery other Chriſtian ſos 
ciety; the ſuitableneſs of this paſſage, therefore, 
to the important buſineſs on which we are now 
aſſembled in the houſe of God, gannot, I pre- 
ſume, be queſtioned by any. May God enable 
me to diſcourſe. on this peculiarly excellent 
* | | prayer, 
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prayer, with ſome degree of the ſame ſpunt, 
with which it was expreis'd-by the great apoſtle 
May he rightly diſpoſe you to hear what ſhall be 
now ſaid concerning it, as far as 1t is agreeable to 
his word! And, may he ſo bleſs the hints which 
Mall be given, that all preſent, and eſpecrally 
thoſe who have the moſt immediate concern in 
the ſolemnities of this day, may have great rea- 
fon for joy_and. thankfulneſs In enlarging 
on the text, I Hal! Sn W 


I. Conſider the valuable bleſſings mentioned 
m itz % : ; | 


II. Repreſent to you, what the, apoſtle re- 


queſted wich reſpect to theſe bleſſings. —And 


II. Show you what is intimated by. the apo- 
ſtle's application to God for this, 


I. Frſhall conſider the valuable bleſſings men- 
tioned in the text. And theſe may, I apprehend, 
be regarded as the three following: an acquain- 
tance with ſpiritual and heavenly objects; conret- 
pondent impreſſions from them; and the viſible 
practical influence of them.—Theſe, it muſt be 
allowed by all who have any knowledge of their 
real nature, are bleſſings of vaſt extent, ir, can- 
not therefore, be ſuppoſed, that in a ſingle diſ- 
courſe I hall reprejent them as copiouſly and 
minutel as they deſerve; J hope, therefore, you 
wil be ſatisfied with but a brief and general 
account 'of them, an account, which 1 would 
Rave you conſider as little more than futniſhing 
you with hints to be carried from hence, that 
they may be enlarged on in your private me- 
ditations.— The firſt bleſſing reſpecting ſpi- 
ritual and heaveniy objects, mentioned in the 
: text, 


r *wTorm + * a aca aac 


truths, in a ſpeculative way, ought not to be 


149 1 


text, is, an acquaintance with them. One word 
by which the apoftle repreſents this bleſſing 1s 
* knowledge,” by which, as diſtinguiſh'd from 
judgment,“ the next word he utes with the 
ſame view, and the meaning of which will be 
preſently laid before you, we are, I apprehend, 
to underſtand a ſpeculative apprehenſion of di- 
vine things, juſt and right ideas concerning 
them, ſuch ideas as agree with the repreſentation 


made of them in the word of God. Without a 


ſpeculative apprehenſion of them, it is impoſſible 
there ſhould be an acquaintance with any objects, 
whether relating to this world or the other, to 
time or eternity; accordingly, it is this, I con- 
ceive, we are to conſider as intended by the word 
* knowledge” in the text. The next word the 
apoſtle makes ule of in deſcribing the bleſſing 4 
am now ſpeaking of, is judgment.“ It. yo 
look into the margent of the bible, you wWill 
ſee that the original word here made uſe of, 
is render'd “ ſenſe,” or ſenſation, and it ap- 
pears to me to be thus render'd with great pro- 
priety. By this, I apprehend, we are to under- 
ſtand what is commonly and juſtly call'd an ex- 
perimental knowledge of divine things, ſuch a 


view of them as is the reſult of a ſenſation of 


their truth and excellence, by an experience of 


their reality, certainty, and efficacy upon our- 


ſelves. Though an acquaintance with religious 
llighted, much leſs deſpiſed, but ſhould he 
eſteem'd and deſir'd, this experimental Know- 
ledge of them is moſt to be valued, and ſhould 
accordinely, with peculiar earneſtneſs, be ſought 
by us: we ſhould eſpecially with and ſtrive $0 
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« taſte that the Lord is gracious.” But in re- 
preſenting the bleſſing we are now attending to, 
the apoſtle not only ſpeaks of © knowledge” and 
judgment“ or “ ſenie,” but alſo deſcribes it 
as leading the happy perſons who are the poſ- 
ſeſſors of it, to © approve things that are ex- 


<« cellent.” The Greek phraſe here uſed “, it is 


neceſſary to ſuggeſt, will admit of two verſions : 
it may be rendered, approve the things that 
« are excellent,” or, as in the margent, © try 
the things. that differ;” it may, therefore, 
properly be viewed 1n both theft lights. —Thus 
taken, then, the acquaintance with ſpiritual and 
heavenly objects, which the apoſtle mentions in 
the paſſage we are conſidering, is ſuch as leads 
thoſe who have 1t, to prove the things which 
preſent themſelves to them, to diſcern the diffe- 
rence which there is between them, and to em- 
brace thoſe which are true and excellent, with 
a ſincere and ardent approbation, bearing ſome 


proportion to that degree of certainty and ex- 
cellence which is diſcern'd in them. This is 


the firſt bleſſing which the apoſtle mentions in 
the text, an acquaintance with ſpiritual and hea- 
venly objects. And juſtly, permit me to re- 
mark as I paſs on, might the inſpir'd penman 
of my text place this the firſt of the bleſſings 
enumerated by, him, this being, without doubt, 
a principal bleſſing, a bleſſing which lies at the 
foundation. of, and has a commanding influence 
over the other bleſſings here mentioned. 

The ſecond bleſſing, reſpecting ſpiritual and 
heavenly objects, mentioned in the text, is 
correſpondent impreſſions from them. The 
word © love” in this paſſage may be con- 
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ſider'd either in a large and general, or in a 
limited and particular ſenſe; accordingly, I 
ſhall give you an hint or two, as to the 
import of this word in both theſe lights. 
The word Love,“ in the text, may, I ſay, 
be taken largely and generally. Love is, you 
know, one of the mot commanding paſſions or 
affections of the human heart, by this word, 
therefore, all thoſe paſſions or affections may be 
intended; and taken in this light, what the 
apoſtle means here, is a proper impreſſion from 
known truths on all theſe noble ſprings of ac- 
tion; an exerciſe of fear, hope. ſorrow, joy, 
and the like powerful emotions of mind, vary- 
ing according to the different nature of thoſe 
truths. Truth may be apprehended, and yet 
thoſe who apprehend it not be duly affected with 
it; daily obſervation, gives undoubted attefta- 
tion to this; and, on the contrary, men may be 
affected, ſtrongly affected, and yet not by truth 
daily obſervation certainly bears witneſs to this 
alſo : but the bleſſing now before us, taken 
in the large ſenſe in which the word uſed to de- 
ſeribe it, is at preſent conſidered, means ſuch 
an exerciſe of the paſſions and affections as 1s 
raiſed and ſupported by “ knowledge and 
„judgment,“ or © ſente,” by a juſt experi- 
mental acquaintance with objects of a ſpiritual 
and heavenly nature. The man who is honour- 
ed with this bleſſing, ſees and feels the truth 
and excellence of theſe objects, and, ſo is, in 
lome' degree, duly impreſſed with them. _ 
py he who is the poſſeſſor of this duly attect- 
ing knowledge! But the word „Love,“ in 
the text, may be viewed in a limited and par- 
ticular ſenſe, a ſenſe which, being comprehend- 
ed in, is not fo extenſive as that view of it 
H 2 which 


BELLS 


which has juſt been mentioned; in other words, 
as reſtrained to that particular paſſion of the hu- 
man heart, which is uſually called by this name. 
And, underſtood in this way, the word Love“ 
here, means a ſincere efteem and affection for 


the mfinitely great and ever bleſſed God, as he 


has made himſelf known, eſpecially in the goſpel, 
and for every thing or perſon bearing his image. 
And] muſt obſerve here alſo, as I did on conſi- 
dering the former bleſſing, that, in which ſoever 
of theſe lights we view the word Love“ in the 
rext, it muſt be owned, the apoſtle very properly 
places this bleſſing immediately after that which 
he had juſt mentioned, this being the natural, 
the neceſſary conſequent of that. Where- 
ever there is © knowledge,” and judgment,“ 
or © ſenſe,” a juſt experimental acquaintance 
with heavenly and divine realities; there will be, 
there cannot but be, ſome degree of correſpon- 
dent impreflions from them, particularly a fin- 
cere and cordial eſteem of them. But will this 
exerciſe of the paſſions and affections in general, 
will this genuine and hearty eſteera in particular, 
be inward only? Certainly not. Whenever 
theſe things exiſt within, they will, they muſt, 
in ſome way or other, appear outwardly; as 
their facred workings are felt in the heart. ſome 
$ſcoveries. of their exiſtence and efficacy will, 
undoubtedly will, be feen 1n the life. 

And this leads me to the third and laſt bleſ- 
fing, reſpecting ſpiritual and heavenly objects 
ſpoken of in the text, and that is the viſible prac- 
tical influence of them; this the apoſtle expreſ- 
ſes by being fincere, and without offence, un- 
til the day of Chriſt,” and by “ the fruits of 
* righteouſneſs, which are by Jeſus Chriſt, unto 
< the glory and praiſe of God.” — This part of 
Rees | the 


TT 
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the text contains a peculiarly comprehenũve and 
noble deſcription, of that Chriſtian obedience, 
which will, in ſome degree, be the effect of 
Chriſtian knowledge and love in every perſon 
who is ſo happy as to be the ſubject of them; 
accordingly, I ſhall give you a few hints as to 
cach branch of this repreſentation. ——And the 
apoſtle mentions the ground, nature, and ten- 
dency of this obedience, with an important cir- 
cumſtance reſpecting the whole of that valuable 
bleſſing; 1 ſhall therefore ſuggeſt a thought or 
two as to each of theſe: particulars. 

The firſt particular mentioned in this apoftolic 
deſcription of Chriſtian obedience, is the ground 
of that obedience; this the apoſtle ſets before 
us, when he mentions “ being ſincere.” The 
Greek word here rendered “ ſincere *,” carries 


| with it, as has been often remarked, an allu- 


ſion to things which will bear to be tried by be- 
ing held up to the light, to the very light of 
the ſun itſelf, and that when be ſhines even in 
the glory of his meridian ſplendor.— According- 
ly. by, this I apprehend, we are to underſtand in- 
tegrity and uprightneſs, in oppoſition to deceit 
and hypocriſy, ſuch integrity and uprightneſs 
as will undergo the moit accurate examination 
and trial. The heart being, in conſequence. of 
the renewing operations bf the Holy Spirit, in 
poſſeſſion of ſpiritual knowledge and evangelical 
love, theſe noble principles take off the man 
who is honoured with them from habitually 
aiming at ends baſe and unworthy, and influ- 
ence him to deſire and endeavour habitually. to 
maintain a ſingle eye to the glory of God in all 
tus actions. So fundamental 1s this to Chriſtian 
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obedience, that all claims to ſuch - obedience, 


where this is wanting, are vain ee, and 
dangerous deluſions. 

The next thing the apoſtle mentions in the 
text as to Chriſtian obedience, is its nature; and 


this he repreſents both in a negative and politive 


view z the former he ſpeaks of as “ being with- 
& Out offence,” and the latter he calls “che fruits 
of righteouſneſs.” —Firſt, the apoſtle. ſpeaks 
af. <6 being without oftence ; ” by which, he ap- 
pears to me to intend, ſtanding at a diſtance 
trom whatever may prove an occalion of 
„ {tumbling and falling,” as the original word 


here uled * properly ſigniſies, that is, may bring 


perſons themſelves, or others, into danger of 
lin and ruin. 


Chriſtian obedience includes a 
deſire and endeavour to maintain a guard againſt 
every thing unlawful, whatever meaſures may 
be taken to terrify or allure into it, and, it alſo 
includes a continual circumſpection, even with 
reſpect to ſuch things as are in themſelves law- 
tul, leſt the Chriſtian himſelf, or any others, 
thould be inſnared and injured by means of theſe. 
But the apoſtle, in the paſſage we are atten- 
ding to, calls Chriſtian obedience “ the fruits of 
* righteouſneſs.” He calls it Righteouſnets.” 

* Righteouſneſs i is, you are without doubt ſen- 
ſible, conformity to a law ; accordingly, when 
the apoſtle calls Chriſtian obedience by that 
name, it appears to me his deſign to inſinuate 
that this obedience in general conſiſts in a con- 
formity to the divine law. The law of God, 

I mean the moral law, is ſtill in force, and 
ever will be, not indeed as a covenant of works, 
or 2 conſtitution by virtue of their own obedience 
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to which any of the deſcendents of apoſtate 
Adam can obtain life, but as a ſacred and in- 


fallivle rule of duty. As ſuch the Chriſtian 


| conliders it, deſires and endeavours to have 


an encreaſing conformity to its excellent re- 
quirements, laments every inſtance of devia- 
tion from them in others, but eſpecially in 
himſelf, and breaths after heaven, with con- 
ſtancy and ardour, becauſe he is aſſured that 
there he and all God's people, ſhall be not 
merely perfectly happy, but alſo complete- 
ly holy. Bur the apoſtle, in the paſſage before 
us, not only calls the obedience of Chriftians 
« Righteouineſs,” but in deſcribing it, ſpeaks of 
< the fruits of righteouſneſs.” It is, you know; 
not uncommon in ſcripture for really religious 


and holy perſons to be repreſented as © trees; ” 


agreeably to this figure, therefore, the good 
works performed- by them are, in the inſpired 
volume, called “ fruits.“ By this expreflion 
then, fruits of righteouſneſs,” we are to under- 
ſtand, the feveral particulars of Chriſtian obedi- 
ence, in the whole of their vaſt and beautiful va- 
riety. Theſe, whether they have reſpect to God, 
Chriſtians themſelves, or others, may juſtly be 
compared to rich and high flavoured fruits, be- 
cauſe, like them, they are very various; brought 
forth in their reſpective ſeaſons, ſome in the 
ſpring and ſummer of proſperity, others in the 
autumn and winter of adverſity; grow on that 
only root of Chriſtian obedience, an heart quic« 
kened by divine grace; are produced, by the 
bleſſing of God, on the uſe of appointed 
means; and contribute to the ornament, plea- 
ſure, - and uſefulneſs of the man who performs 
them, 
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To this conciſe bur comprehenſive” account 
of. Chriſtian obedience, with reſpect to its na- 
ture, the apoſtle annexes an equally brief and 


expreſſive repreſentation of its tendency like. 
wite, “ which are” (ſays he, ſpeakin ng as to 


9 + the fruits of Achtegalnels 0) 4b y Jeſus Chriſt, 


< unto the glory and praiſe of Goll » One 
thing aſſerted in this part of the text is, that 
Chriſtian obedience, or good works, are 
< to the glory and praiſe of God.“ The words 
glory ” and © praiſe,” may, [ apprehend, be 
\confidered as ſuggeſting. diſtinct ideas. By 
glory we may underſtand the divine ex- 
cellencies and perfections themſelves, and by 
s praiſe”, the aſcription of theſe excellencits 
and pertections to God, either by the man with 
. hom Chriſtian obedience is found, of by fuch 
„ behold his good converſation ©: Ancd in- 
ice the good works of believers are admi- 
rably calculated, in ways which your time at 
preſe ent, will not permit me even ſo much as to 
mention to © ſhew forth the [© virtues 2 and 
WE re of him who hath called them out of 
rkneſs into his marvellous light*,” to di- 
play what God is to the view of men, and fo to 
-nduce them to © glority him, the Chrfltian's Fa- 
ether in heaven“ But is it faid in the text, 
that good works are © to the glory and praiſe of 
God? ” it is alſo aſſerted, that they .are-fo 
by Jeſus Chriſt.” And with the greateſt pro- 


5 ROY may this be aid, as the whole of « kri- 


© 1 Pet. iii. 16. 4 Agelag. 3 1 Pet. 3 ii. 9. 
Matt. v. 16. | * 


87 I no 


& ww * 


2 — AN nt g 9 — coat? F uo s oo Sas... 


%%ͤ;ůẽ - aſt mw. ⁵²P ³ꝛ˙·ðmne ¶́¶ꝗ—»—à＋—ꝗ—tͥmvy Nm ME. EE ont an. 


© cy 


L 57 ] 
not from any merit. in the obedience itſelf, or 
excellency in the perſon by whom it is perform- 


ed, but wholly for the fake of the great Medi- 
ator, on account of his obedience, ſufferings and 
death.—And has the Chriſtian's obedience this 
noble tendency ? every true Chriſtian, in ſome 
degree, directs his obedience to this great end: 
he. performs good works, not' that he may. be 
ſeen by men, not that he may merit any thing 


from God, but © that God, in all things, may 


« be glorified, © thro? Jeſus Chriſt **.” Senſible 
that the divine glory was the chief end of his 
creation, preſervation, election, redemption, and 
cff:ual calling, he wiſhes and ſtrives ro ad- 
vance this in every thought, word and action. 
Thus the apoſtle N 8 18 the tendency of 
Chriſtian obedience. But this is not all, r to 
this he adds the mention of an important cir- 
cumſtance reſpecting the whole of that valuable 
bleſſing; he {peaks of it as having a reference 
* to the day of Jeſus Chriſt.“ Indeed, this ex- 


* 


| E the day of Jeſus Chriſt,“ feems to 


ſtand connectedwith but two articles of the Chri- 
ſtian's obedience mentioned in the text, but, I 
opprefiend, it is to be regarded as having a con- 
nection with the whole of that obedience, as re- 
ferring not merely to his © being fincere, and 
& without, offence,” but alſo to his bringing 


forth! thoſe fruits of righteouſneſs, which are by 


« Teſus Chriſt, to the glory and praiſe of God.“ 
By © the day of Chriſt”” here, ſome diſtinguiſn- 
ed and peculiarly important period is, withour 
doubt, intended; and what period can that be, 
but the day which is often called by this name 


in ſcripture, the day when the Lord Jefus ſhall 


b 1 Pet. iv. 11. 


Wh 


* 


e Top 
-zppear under the auguſt character of ,univerfal 


Judge, to the utter confuſion of his implacable 
enemies, and the complete falvation of his faith. 


ful friends? And very juſtiy may Chriſtian obe. 
dience be repreſented as having to do with that 


dap, ſince it includes * a patient continuance in 


well doing *,” ſupported by the animating 


hope of that grace which ſhall be manifeſted 
at the revelation of Jeſus Chriſt *”.. But 6 


much muſt ſuffice, as to the laſt bleſſing 


* 


* 5 
% 


reſpecting ſpiritual. and heavenly objects, which 
is mentioned in the text, the viſible practical 


influence of them. And, with the greateſt 


juſtice, might the apoſtle add this to the 
bleſſings before ſpoken of, ſince, wherever they 
are, this certainly, in ſome degree or other, wil 


be likewiſe: ſpiritual knowledge, and evangeli- 


cal affection, ever will lead to, ever will iſſue in, 
Chriſtian obedience.— Thus I have conſidered 
the valuable bleſhngs enumerated. in the text, 
and fo have attended to the fixſt general head; 


with the fruits of righteou 


I now, therefore, proceed to the next, that is, 


HI. To repreſent what is requeſted in the paſ- 
fage with reſpect to theſe bleſſings, and that is 


that the Chriſtians at Philippi might be favoured 


with an eminent increaſe of them. This muſt 


be evident, at firſt feght, even to the moſt cur- 
fory reader of the text; the inſpired penman of 
it © prays, that their love might apouxnD YET 
„ MORE AND MORE in knowledge, and in all 


60 he 0 1 
judgment, and that they bt be FILLED 
f mess Nc this 


manifeſtly ſuppoſes, that the prongs to whom 
0 


theſe words relate, at leaſt moſt of them, were, 


„ * D'Fom. ii 7. | 1 pet. i. 13. 


* i 4 


-» 


in 


1 59 ] 


n ſome degree, partakers of the important bleſ- 
ſings I have juſt been conſidering. You will be 


pleaſed to recollect what was mentioned at the 
beging of this diſcourſe, that the words be- 
fore us were directed to a church of Chriſt, 
The members of ſuch a ſacred ſociety all certain- 
ly profeſs themſelves Chriſtians; this the name 
they bear undoubtedly implies. Accordingly 
the apoſtle intimates his apprehenſions, that 
they, the greater part of them at leaſt, were what 
they profeſſed to be, and, as ſuch, partakers of 
that ſpiritual knowledge, evangelical affection, 
and Chriſtian obedience, which are mentioned 
in the text, and without which men cannot be, 
in whatever light they are conſidered, either by 
themſelves or others, real Chriſtians, or enjoy 
the ineſtimable privileges peculiar to all of this 


noble character. Having this view of them, 


the apoſtle deſcribes them as true Chriſtians, in 
ſome verſes before the text: thus he declares, 
that * he thank'd God, on every remembrance of 
* them, for their fellowſhip in the goſpel 5,” or 
(asT apprehend that expreſſion is tobe underſtood) 
for their joint participation of goſpel bleſſings; 
to the ſame purpoſe he lets them know, © that 


God had begun a good work in them; “ and 


in Ake manner he aſſures them, that © he had 


*them in his heart,” that he entertained. a moſt 


lincere and affrctionate regard for them, © inaſ- 
„ much as they were partakers of his grace,” 
or as it is in the margent, partakers with him 


of grace, ſhared in the ſame valuable ef- 


herber. they be 1 in obe, ot only. private n mem 
bers in thoſe chutches, to have. a well. founded 
perſunſion, that they ate Chriſtians, not merely 
in name and pròfeſſion, & but in deed and in 
truth a; ” that they ſee the glory, feel the 
power, and dliſplay the fluence of the goſpel of 
Chriſt. lt is poſſible for perſons to eſteem 
and call themſelves Chriſtians," to be eſteemed 
and called ſo by others, and as ſuch to be ad- 
mitted into Chriſtian churches, yea; to be raiſed 
to ſtations of honour and importance in then,, 
and, as a conſequence of this, to make à con- 
: fiderable figure, and have extenſive” influence, 
-zmong the profeſſors of religion, and yet to be 
ee of theſe bleflings : "Judas, that unhap- 
5y man ! who betrayed his Lord, and murdered 
bel, ſtands recorded in ſacred hiſtory,” a 
ſtriking evidence of this awful truth. on, 
i this "be the ſituation of any at the hour of 
death, and in the day of Judgment, they muſt, 
8 >-notwithſtanding"their pro! effion and privileges, 
periſni, irręecoverably periſh, As ſurely as the 
word of the infinitely proce and eternally bleſſcd 
God himſelf 1 is true, ſo ſure it is that, unleſs a 
mam has ſotne degree of that ineſticable know- 
edge which duly affects: the heart, and rightly 
r5Hfluences the life of him who pas itz there zs, 
khere will be, no lalvation to him: « He that 
© beheveth not, ſhall be damned 9.” And how 
1xtuly* Geplorable will be the conditen of all 
20 ach! deplorable indeed! to periſh, notwith- 
'-Ttanding their profeſſion, privileges, and hopes 
"Ir ſhould, then, certainly it ſhould, be the prin- 
concern of every one in à church of 
Cha, to have good teaſon for EN that 


Þ John ii; 19, o Mark'xvi. 16, 


he 
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he is not only conſidered as a Chriſtian by him- 
ſelf and others, but that he is ſo. in the view of 
. that infinitely. great and excellent being, who 
certainly judges of things and perſons juſt as 
they are. — In order to this, profeſſors of Chriſ- 
tianity ſnhould be much employed in hearing, 
reading, and thinking over the word of God, 
in which the views, diſpoſitions, and behaviour 


of real Chriſtians are clearly repreſented; they 
ſnould be very frequent, careful, and impartial, 
in the great duty of ſelf- examination, that ſo 
they may ſee whether the diſtinguiſhing marks: of 
true Chriſtiaas are found with themſelves, in 
their own hearts, and on their own lives; eſpe- 
cially ſhould they continue inſtant in prayer, 
for the preſence of the bleſſed ſpirit of God, 
who graciouſly condeſcends. to “ bear witneſs 
« with the ſpirits of believers, that they are God's 


children,“ and, without whoſe. ſacred influ- 


ence, all the evidences of their being Chriſtians 
in their temper and conduct, will be of na more 


uſe to ſhew them their real ſtate towards God, 
than (that I may mention a ſimile often made uſe 
of by ſome of our old divines, to illuſtrate this) 


the figures on à ſun-dial will be ſerviceable 
for aſcertaining the time of the day, When the 
beams of the ſun are withdrawn from them. 
But is it ſuppoſed in the part of the text now 


before us, that the perſons to whom it was 


directed, were, at leaſt moſt of them, partakers 


of the noble bleſſings enumerated in it? it is 


farther taken for granted, that they did not 


lave, 


Yay mention of an increaſe 
d obedience, even to every reader, ſuppoſes 


2 Rom. xi, 12. Rom, viii. 16. 
this, 
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this. And what is thus ſuppoſed in the text, 
18 as plainly intimate in the verſes before it; 
thus when the apoſtle ſpeaks of his „ being 
„ confident that he who had begun a Rink, 
& work in them would perform it *;” ſurely this 
implies that that good work had not yet reached 
the promiſed perfection. Now, what the apoſtle 
ſuppoſes in this reſpect, as to the Chriſtians at 
Philippi, is certainly true, as to all other Cbrif. 
trans: whatever be their advances in the ſpiritua] 
and divine life, every one of this character may 
without doubt ſay, as the apoſtle Paul himſelf 
ve know did, „ have not yet attained, nei- 


ther am I as yet perfect. Indeed, if any think 


or ſay otherwiſe, it is a ſad fipn that they are 
greatly unacquainted with the Word of God, and 
themſelves; yea, their very thinking and faying 
that they are perfect, is itſelf an indubitable evi- 
dence of their imperfection: If (ſays the holy, 
the inſpir'd Job) 1 ſay, I am perfect, mine own 


«© - -C 


* 


mouth ſhall prove me perverſe > the very de- 


claration wouſd evinte its falſhood. And is it 
ſo? Are even the moſt diſtinguiſhed Chriſtians at 
E Then, furely, we who haye 

aſon to hope that we are Chriſtians, ſhould 
| pro "and ſtrive" to maintain a ſenſe of this our 

perfection ſtrong and lively upon our Hearts. 
This will check that pride Which is too prone 


45 THE wirkin us; this will promote our thank- 
fulneſs for tlie goſpel- method of pardon and 


eleatfing, and excite us to a continual iſe of it, 


jeszding us every day and every hour to apply 
15 chte Lord Jets Chriſt, thatexalted redecmer, 
for rheſetruly great, theſe abfolutely neceſſary 
| blefirigs and this will alſo raiſe our thoughts to, 
RT ORD JON Pane 018 OIL CQten FSH 


Ver. 6, * Philip, iii. 12, * Job ix. 20. 
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and inflame our deſires after that bleſſed. ſtate, 
where (to ufe the apoſtle Paul's expreſſive lan- 
guage). ©. that which is perfect ſhall come, and 
that which is in part ſhall be done away ”.” 
The inſpir'd penman of the paſſage I am con- 
fidering, having thus intimated, that the perſons 
he addreis'd, though partakers of the bleſſings 
enumerated. in it, did not enjoy them in the 
higheſt degree, requeſts OWE might be. fa- 
| voured wich a great increaſe of them: that the 
: 'might know more of ſpiritual and heayenly 
| objects; that they might be more deeply im- 

preſs'd with them; and that, in the whole of 
their conyerſation and behaviour, they might 


—_ 4, „„ os” ae I_— 


wear more of a viſible influence from them ſo | 
making a. progres in every thing excellent and | 
; commendable, till they arrived at. Heaven, thac | 


ſtate of uninterrupted and everlaſting perfection. 
Accordinghy, in that foregoing verſe of this 
chapter which has been mentioned already *, 
ke expreſſes his deſire that they might, yea, his 
perſuaſion, that they would gradually improve 
in light, love and holineſs, till through the riches 
of God's grace towards them, they became, as 
the apoſtle Paul ſpeaks, “ perfect men. 
Now, this which was requeſted for the Chriſtians 
at Philippi, all Chriſtians ſhould, and if they ag 
diſpoſed and act like Chriſtians, certainly will he 
ſolicitous to have, themſelves. One of this cha- 
racter will ſay, with the penman of the text, in 
another part of this epiſtle, I count not my- 
* felf to have apprehended,” to have reached | 
that perfection of grace which I am warranted | 
to expect, < but this one thing I do, forgettin g 

« thoſe things which are behind”, not being face 
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| fied with preſent attainments, *and reachingforth 
4 s unto thoſe things which.are before” aiming, in- 
1 tenſely aiming at further and nobler, improve. 
ments, I preſs towards the mark, for the prize 
N 4 f the high-calling of God, in Chriſt Jeſus 
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| — And, indeed, well may Chriſtians, be ſolicitous 
to receive a large increaſe of the noble bleſſings 
mentioned in the text, ſince ſuch an increaſe 1s 
itſelf a bleſſing of very great importance. If 
ſpiritual knowledge, evangelical love, and 
_ Chriſtian obedience, be in themſelves bleſſings, 
(as every really religious perſon will acknow- 
ledge they are) it neceſſarily follows, that an 
increaſe * them, mult be a bleſſing, and a large 
increaſe of them a very great bleſſing. —And 
that it is ſo, many other conſiderations certainly 
.evince.—To this there are many preſſing exhor- 
rations in ſcripture, Grow,“ (ſays the apoſtle 
Peter, in words, which though firſt directed to 
the perſons to whom. that apoſtle wrote, are to 
be conſidered as addreſs'd to Chriſtians in every 
age). „in grace, and in the knowledge of our 
h Lord and Saviour, JeſusChriſt':“ Num erous 

| are the promiſes of this blefling which are made | 
| in the ſame incomparably excellent, and: valu- 
[ able book, Even ” (ſays the prophet) “ the 
7 < youths ſhall faint and be weary, and the young 
4 «< men ſhall utterly fall: but they that Wait 

* upon the Lord ſhall renew their ſtrength ; =. 

they ſhall mount up with wings as eagles; W ( 

e they ſhall run and not be weary, and. they ſhall FI ..; 

| .* walk and not faint*:.” And the conſequences . 

1 of a great increaſe in knowledge, love, and ho- 

N lineſs, are peculiarly. valuable and important. 

Thereby God is greatly glorified, Herein“ 
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| 2 Chap. ni. 13. 1 Pet. ii. 18. Heiah xl. 30, 31. 
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(faid our bleſſed Lord to his diſciples, and the 
ſame he may be regarded as ſaying to all his 
followers) “ is my father glorified, that ye bear 
e much fruit.“ This increaſe is much to the 
advantage of the happy perſons with whom it 
is found; conſiderable degrees of knowledge, 


love and holineſs are in themſelves pleaſing, eſpc- 


cially, as they give ſtrong evidence of perſonal 


intereſt in the ſpecial love of God himſelf. Ard 
to this may be added, that the increaſe I am 


ſpeaking of will be greatly beneficial to others 
alſo; hereby Chriſtians will be furniſhed with 
greater inclination and ability to do good to 


- others, and others will be engaged, by the bleſ- 
-ling of God, to copy after their amiable ex- 

ample.—For theſe reaſons, then, not to mention 
ſome others; which might eaſily be introduced, 
- ſhould” Chriſtians be conſtantly ſolicitous, that 


the noble bleſſings enumerated in the text, may 


not only (to uſe an apoſtolic 1 be in 
them, but abound alſo “.“ In 


a diligent uſe, 
therefore, of the means of grace, with a con- 
tinual dependence on that ſovereign influence 


which is abſolutely neceſſary to render thoſe 


means ſucceſsful, and which may be warrantably 
expected in the aſſiduous uſe of them, Let 
us,“ my Chriſtian friends, “go on to per- 

Thus then I have conſidered what is re- 
queſted in the paſſage we are attending to, 


as to the bleſſings enumerated in it, that the 
Chriſtians at Philippi might be favoured with 
-an eminent increaſe of them; and this was the 
ſecond branch of the fubject: all that now 


. 


remains is 
e John xv. 3. 42 Pet. i. 8. Heb: vi. 1. 
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 THIdly and laſtly, To ſhew you what is inti- 
mated by the apoſtle's application to God for this. 
Now, without doubt, this implies that the noble 
bleſſing here requeſted could only be recei- 
ved trom God himſelf. And indeed, this i 5 2 
certain and important truth. © Every good g gift 
and every perfect gift, is from above, and 
« cometh down from the father of lights 
and if fo, furely the peculiarly excellent and 
valuable bleſſing 1 now ſpeak of, muſt be de- 
rived from the {ame fountain. To the divine 
influence are ſpiritual knowledge, love, and obe- 
dience, when the Chriſtian is firſt made a par- 
taker of theſe ineſtimable bleſſings, certainly 
owing, and to the fame kind and powerful in- 
fluence are the continuance and i improvement of 
the ſame bleſſings, as certainly to be aſcribed 
210: to this all the ſcriptures give witneſs, — 
There we find Chriſtians repreſented as expect. 
ing this blefling from God only, and giving him 
the glory of it, whenever they received it; yea, 
there we find that divine influence uſed as an 
argument (and a powerful argument it cer- 
rainly i is!) with Chriſtians, to labour after con- 
tinual improvements in light, love, holineſs, and 
comfort. Work out“ (lays the apoſtle Paul, 
addreſſing ſome of this character) your own 

« Alvation, with fear and trembling, for it is 
« God that worketh in you, both to will and to 
do, of his good pleaſure *.” So true is it that 
the doctrine of fovereign and efficacious grace 
leads not to inactivity and licentiouſneſs, but to 
diligence and holineſs. - But does the apoltle's 
application. to Heaven for an abundant increaſe 
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of knowledge, love and holineſs imply, that 
this great bleſſing could only be received from 
God himſelf, it intimates ſomething farther, and 
that 1s, that prayer 1s a principal 1 means of ob- 
taining this hleſſing: and, indeed, ſo it is. Prayer 
1s the appointed way of deriving every bleſling 
from God, and ſo this among "the reſt, —Ir 1s 
incumbent on ſinners to aſk of God the ſpiritugL 
and ſaving bleſſings of which they are deſtitute; 
ſurely I may well affert this, when we are aſſured 
an apoſtle himſelf? directed one of this character, 
not only to © repent,” but allo to “ pray for 
« forgiveneſs,” even at the very inſtant in which 
he told him, that © he perceived he was in the 
« oall of bitterneſs, and in the bond of iniquity,” 

or, as theſe figurative expreſſions mean, that. 
notwithſtanding all his profeſſion and privi- 
ledges, he ſtill remained in the impurity, 
ſlavery and miſery of an unconverted itate * 
Now, if it is the duty of ſinners to ſeek from 
God the ſpiritual and ſaving bleſſings they have 
not, certainly no one can doubt whether it be 
required of ſaints to apply to Heaven for the 
continuance. and increale of the bleſſings they 
have.—And,. indeed, the word of God univer- 

fally leads us to this ſentiment. There we ma 

obſerve. Chriſtians repeatedly ordered to ſeek 
this bleſſing at the divine footſtool. “ Ye be- 

« loved ” (lays the apoſtle Jude, addreſſing per- 
ſons of this noble character) © building up 
« yourſelves on your moſt holy faith, praying in 
the Holy Ghoſt, keep yourſelves in the love 
* of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord 
Jeſus Chrilt, unto eternal life* :” a paſſage 


d Acts viii. 20 23. i Jude, ver. 20, 21. 
: K 2 in 


1.631 


in which Chriſtians are manifeſtly directed to 
prayer as one way in which they are to expect 
edification in love, holineſs, and comfort, on the 
ſacred evangelical principles they had received. 
In order to awaken and ſupport an unwearied 


obſervance of theſe commands, we find promiſes 


of this bleſſing made to thoſe who humbly aſk 
i at the throne of grace: thus, when God had 
promiſed grace to his people to pardon, ſanctity, 
and comfort them, he, at the ſame time, let 
them know the abſolute neceſſity of perſeverance 
in prayer, to their warrantable hope of theſe 
bleflings ; yet for this,” ſays, he, © will I be 
<« enquired of by the houſe of Iſrael, to do it for 
ce them,” I will, as if he had ſaid, beſtow theſe 
favours, but I will be honour'd by a believing 
application to me, for them, Animated by 
this, and other endearing aſſurances, the moſt 
eminent Chriſtians, whole diſpoſition and con- 
duct are recorded in the ſcripture, are repre- 
ſented as ſeeking, earneſtly e im- 
provement at the throne of grace. * We“ (ſays 
the apoſtle Paul, ſetting forth his own behaviour, 


with that of his believing brethren, in the in- 


ſtance at preſent before us) * do not ceaſe to 
e pray for you, and to deſire that ye might be 
* filled with the knowledge of his [God's] will, 
* in all- wiſdom and ſpiritual underſtanding: 
e that ye might walk worthy of the Lord, unto 
* all pleaſing, being fruittul in every good 
* work, and increaſing in the knowledge of 
* God; ſtrengthened with all might, accord- 
te ing to his glorious power, unto all patience 
and Jong-ſuffering, with joyfulneſs',” Ac- 


1 Ezek. 36, 379, Col. i. 9—11. 
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cordingly, it is very obſervable, that God has 
uſually beſtowed the bleſſing I am ſpeaking ot 
in the way of prayer: the moſt praying generally 
have been, and ſtill are, the molt underſtanding, 
affectionate, and fruitful Chriſtians.---How con- 
ſtant and fervent then ſhould all Chriſtians be 
in the performance of this great duty, that ſo, to 
the Divine Glory, their own advantage, and the 
benefit of others, they may be eminent for know- 
ledge, love and holineſs! 

Thus I have ſhewn you what is intimated by 
the apoſtle's application to God, that the Chriſ- 
tians at Philippi might have an abundant in- 
creaſe of the noble bleſſings enumerated in the 
text: and fo I have gone over the three things 
I propoſed to confider from the words; all 
now remaining then, is to cloſe the ſubject with 
a remark or two on what has been laid before 
you. And | 


I. From what has been ſaid we may form a 
judgment wherein conſiſts the true proſperity of 
a church of Chriſt.— The apoftle Paul well 
knew wherein the proſperity of ſuch a ſociety 
conſiſted,” and he had a moſt ardent affection for 
that community to which the epiſtle where the 
text is, was directed; from hence then we may 
reaſonably conclude, that he aſked for thoſe 
bleſſings which would be beſt for that ſa- 


.cred body. And, indeed, the manner in which 
he expreſs'd his defire of the favour he re- 


queſted, appears to me ſtrongly to imply, that 


the bleſſings he aſked was, in his apprehenſion, 


of the laſt importance: This I pray,” ſays 
he, q. d. this I entreat in the firſt place, and 
whatever I am deny'd, which I requeſt for 

| you, 
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you, it is my earneſt intreaty I may not be 
deny'd this. From this prayer, then, we may 
collect wherein lies the real proſperity of a 
church of Chriſt; that then is a ſociety of this 
kind truly proſperous, when it is in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of the valuable bleſſings requeſted in the 
text. Many, indeed, think, that the proſperity 
of a church of Chriſt conſiſts in the number of 
its members, or in the affluence and ſplendor of 
their circumſtances in life; but then is a Chriſ- 
tian church truly proſperous, when thoſe who 
are in office in it, and its reſpective members 
are furniſhed with an abundance of that expe- 
rimental acquaintance with objects of a ſpi- 
ritual and heavenly nature, which duly im- 
preſſes their hearts, and properly influences their 
lives.— May all the churches of Chriſt on earth 
viſibly enjoy this proſperity = Dut'again, 7 — 2 


IIdly, From the hints which have been given 
in this diſcourſe, it may be infer'd what is the 
beſt method to be taken, both by miniſters and 
churches, towards the enjoyment of this proſ- 
perity. — Without doubt the apoſtle Paul not 
only deſired che moſt valuable bleſſing for the 
church of Chrift at Philippi, but alſo took the 
moſt direct way to obtain that bleſſing: and if ſo, 
we may reaſonably conclude that prayer is a 
principal mean for the attainment of this great 
end.---Nor, indeed, that this is the only ſtep to 
be taken with a view to this: certainly not. It 
is incumbent on the paſtors, the deacons, and all 
the private members of a Chriſtian ſociety, by 
an upright, diligent, and ſteady diſcharge of the 
ſeveral duties required of them in the ſacred 
Wore, o ena to promote this proſperity ; 

nor 
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nor without a reſolute, zealous perſeverance in 


this, can the ineſtimable bleſſing I now ſpeak of 
be warrantably expected: but ſtill prayer is one 


of the chief means to be made uſe of, both by 
miniſters and others, for this great purpoſe.---It 
ſhould, then, be your frequent employment, my 


dear fir, who have now publicly taken the pai- 
toral charge of this church, to pray for it: and 
hould your paſtor pray for you, you, the dea- 
cons and private members, of this Chriſtian ſo- 
ciety, ſhould likewiſe pray for him, and your- 
ſelves; and let one main article, in your ad- 
dreſſes to Heaven, be, that he and you may be 
eminently partakers of that noble bleſſing 
which the apoſtle requeſted in the text for the 
Chriſtians in Philippi. And may God hear 
thoſe prayers, and grant true ſpiritual, evan- 
gelical proſperity, in a very great and ſtriking 
degree But, 


IIIdly and laſtly, From what has been repre- 
ſented, we may take occaſion to riſe in our 
thoughts to the heavenly ſtate, and may form 
ome juſt ideas both of the nature and excellency 
of it. Every church of Chriſt on earth, may be 
conſidered as a kind of repreſentation of the 
church triumphant in Heaven, and the proſ- 
perity of the one as a ſketch of the glory of the 
other: if then the proſperity of the former con- 
ſiſts in knowledge, love, and holineſs, we may 
ſafely conclude that the glory of the latter will 
conſiſt in knowledge, love, and holineſs allo. 
— But how greatly will the church in Heaven 
exceed even the beſt and moſt proſperous church 
on earth! In Heaven all the ſaints ſhall be 
collected; there their knowledge, love, — 
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ſhall be uninterrupted and everlaſting. To that 


ſwiftly preparing; in the believing view, and 
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and joy ſhall be abſolutely perfect; and in that 
ſtate the perfection of theſe ſacred particulars 


world may we be all entitled; for it may we be 


well- grounded expectations of it, may we live 
daily; and there may we at length feel our- 
ſelves the poſſeſiors of an exceeding “ great 
* and eternal weight of glory “.“ Amen! and 
Amen! | 
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